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INTRODUCTION 

I t  i s  very easy f o r  those engaged i n  t h e  work 
of  t h e  church t o  become unintent ional  e x i s t e n t i a l -  
ists,  people l i v i n g  f o r  the  present  moment. The 
pressures ,  problems, and work of t h e  immediate 
present  become so  overwhelming t h a t  one has l i t t l e ,  
i f  any, time t o  th ink about t h e  past  o r  the  f u t u r e .  
This i s  most unfortunate,  The present bas i t s  
soo t s  i n  the  p a s L  and many sf t h e  i s sues  of the  
presc-llt are mere r e p e t i t i o n  of  pas t  events.  In 
o ther  words, t h e  p a s t  has much t o  say t o  us .  

We w ~ u l d  do well t o  re tu rn  ts the  h i s to ry  
becks 0 %  our s p o d ,  --- F a i t h  of - Our Fathers, Grace 
f o r  -.-- G ~ z c e ,  and A C i t y  S e t  on a Mill, We would sug- ------ 
ges t  t h a t  you dust  these books o f f  and reread t h e ~ q .  
They have much t o  say t o  us, A nmber  of  o ther  
books can a lso be p r o f i t a b l y  read: - - Livingston's 
Modern C h r i s t i m  o r  Bengt ~Zgglund ' s  
History of TkaeoToev. The older Klotsche and - - w d 

Mueller, - The His tory  of  Christian Doctrine, has 
also been repr inted a x  uphated by David Scaer. 
T h i s  597 gage pqearback i s  an excellent cpverariew 
of' t h e  h i s t o r y  sf Chr i s t i an  theology From a csn- 
se rva t ive  Lutheran v i e q o i n t  and at. $6,95 i s  an 
inexpensive addi t ion  t o  o n e t s  library, 

We a l s o  look back i n  t h i s  issue o f  t h e  Lutheran 
The Reverend A ,  T, Kretzmann, now 

l i v i n g  i n  ret irement i n  Milwaukee, has shared an. 
i n t e r e s t i n g  par t  of h i s  l i f e  w i th  us.  Though now 
a member of  t h e  Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod, he had been a member of the  Lutheran Church - 
Missouri Synod, a t  which time he had s e w e d  as a  
member of t h e  Corni t tee  o f  Ten and Ten, This com- 
mi t t ee  was o r i g i n a l l y  crea ted  t o  dea l  with t h e  
appearance o f  A Statement i n  the  1940fs ,  i n  which 
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a s e r i e s  of  theses  were presented which questioned 
t h e  o lde r  conservative pos i t ion  of  t h e  Lutheran 
Church - Missouri Synod, and of t h e  former Synodi- 
cal Conference. The theology of A Statement had 
much t o  do with t h e  theological  breakdown of the  
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod and t h e  breakup 
of  t h e  Synodical Conference. Th i s  monograph 
covers a period of Lutheran Church h i s t o r y  which 
has not  been t r e a t e d  before,  We are most appre- 
c ia t ive  of Pastor  Kretzmaranfs work. I t  brings t h e  
pas t  i n t o  t h e  present  and contr ibutes  t o  an appre- 
c ia t ion  of  t h e  he r i t age  we have, 

When Joshua crossed over the  Jordan River, he 
caused a p i l e  of  s tones t o  be heaped up. Joshua 
stated t h a t  t h i s  was done t o  cause t h e  chi ldren of 
I s r a e l  t o  a s k  i n  l a t e r  days, "What mean ye by these  
stones?" Joshua 4:6.  They would then be reminded 
of t h e  miraculous crossing of t h e  Jordan River. 
We need more such aao-e~ments t o  be created  i n  our 
c i rc les ,  These would nod be heaps of s tones ,  but 
h i s to r i ca l  wr i t ings  and monographs t o  remind us of 
what great th ings  God has done f o r  us i n  our past.  
They would also remind us o f  how r i c h l y  we are 
blessed and why we stand today where we s tand -- 
historically and theologically. I n  o the r  words, 
read h i s t m y  and w x * i t e  history. 

-- Glenn E ,  ~eichwsld 

THE COmITTEE OF TEN AND TEN 

A Brief His to r i ca l  Introduction t o  t h e  
Following A r t i c l e  

None of t h e  o l d e r  p a s t o r s  of s : A r  synod w i l l  
be  puzzled by t h e  t i t l e  of t h i s  arkic%e. It 
d e a l s  w i th  a n  event  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Lutheran 
Cl-xrch - Missouri  Synod which had a profound 
e f f e c t  on t h e  f e l l owsh ip  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  
Evangelical Lutheran Synod and t h e  Lutheran Church - 
Misscuwi Synod, In  a sense, t h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  a 
j cfirnal is t ic  "scoop" f o r  t h i s  j o u r n a l  . The h i s  t o r y  
of &he C o r n i t t e e  sf Ten and Ten has never  been re- 
po r t ed  b e f o r e ,  W e  a r e  most a p p r e c i a t i v e  t h a t  
P a s t o r  A ,  T, Mretzmann took t i m e  t o  s h a r e  t h i s  in-  
fo rmat ion  w i t h  u s ,  A f t e r  reading  t h e  a r t i c l e  t h e  
younger p a s t o r s  of our synod w i l l  a p p r e c i a r e  i t s  
irmportanee, 

I n  t h e  mid-1940's a set  o f  theses, A Statement, - --- 
w a s  publ i shed  i n  the LCMS, T h i s  document, produced 
by fo r ty - fou r  Leading p a s t o r s  and seminary profes- 
s o r s ,  westioned the o l d  conservative LCMS position 
sm church f e l l owsh ip  and partieular3.y the appl ica-  
t i o n  of Rsmns $6:B7-18 t o  Lutherans who erred i n  
d o c t r i n e ,  

The appearance of 4 Statemen.t and a se t  of 
e s says  defending t h e  t h e s e s ,  t h e  Tru th  i n  --- 
Love, d id  much t o  weaken r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  ELS 
and t h e  LCMS* The ELS was aEready d i s t u r b e d  by 
t h e  type  of appraach used by t h e  LCMS t o  t h e  o l d  
h e r i c a n  Lutheran Church. Tbe LCMS bad argued 
t h a t  i t s  approach t o  t h e  ALC was s t r i c t l y  d o c t r i -  
n a l .  The ELS wondered, e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  o l d  
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AZC was i n  fe l lowship  with t h e  church body whieh 
had been created by t h e  merger of most Norwegian 
Lutherans i n  1917, and which members of t h e  ELS 
had refused  t o  e n t e r .  

A Statement. was an : inof f ic ia l  document of 
i nd iv idua l s .  Yet they were prominent mem- 

bers and l e a d e r s  wi th in  t h e  LCMS, The EL§ wondered 
how t h e r e  could b e  t a l k  of d o c t r i n a l  un i ty  between 
t h e  &C and t h e  LCMS when ifngortant men wi th in  t h e  
LCNS domplayed t h e  i q o r t a n c e  of d o c t r i n a l  agree- 
ment, D r ,  John Behnken, then p res iden t  of t h e  
LCMS, was d i s tu rbed  by A S t a t e m e ~ t  and appointed 
t e n  men t o  meet wi th  t e ~ l  men frrj;~ t h e  suppor ters  
of 61 Statement.  This was t3.32 Cozmittee of Ten and 
Ten. I n  the meant ime,  the : ;u;;porters of A S t a k e -  -- 
merit propagandized t h e i r  - ~ i  e;:s and obtained many 
P 

suppor t ing  s i g n a t u r e s  wi th in  t h e  LCMS* However, 
Pres ident  Behnken suddenly wik'ndrew A Statement 
and -___I___-.p t h e  Truth inWLove as bases f o r  d i s -  
cuss ion ,  That d i d  not  mean t h a t  a g i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  a d v o c a t d  by Statement ended. The under- 
signed purchased h i s  copy s f  the  Truth i n  -- - - 
Love a f t e r  they had been w i  t h d u a ~ ~ n ,  

miLg the  docraments were t h e o r e t i c a l l y  with- 
dram, t h e  views expressed i n  them d id  no t  d isappear  
Long and s e r i o u s  debate took p lace  wi th in  t h e  LCMS 
over these  views, It would have been b e t t e r  t h a t  
t h e  cnmittee would have been permit ted t o  f i n i s h  
i t s  work and a l i n e  been dram. It might be noted 
t h a t  some of t h e  names i n  the  Seminex movement a r e  
names whieh were connected wi th  A Statement.  

Pas to r  A ,  T. Krekzanann served a s  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  
t h e  t e n  men appointed by P res iden t  Behnken t o  meet 
w i th  t h e  suppor ters  of A Statement.  He t h e r e f o r e  
had the minutes and documents connected wi th  t h e  
d i scuss ions  and so  could g ive  a  complete r e p o r t .  

Much of t h e  d i scuss ion  of t h e  Committee of Ten and 
Ten centered i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and exeges is  of 
Romans 16:17-18. The d i scuss ions  of t h i s  commit- 
t e e  a r e  very i n t e r e s t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l l y .  But they 
have meaning a l s o  f o r  today. I n  a time of ecumen- 
i s m  and r e t i c e n c e  on theo log ica l  i s s u e s  i t  i s  good 
t o  be  reminded no t  only of t h e  d i r e c t i v e  of Mat- 
thew 28:l9-20, bu t  a l s o  of Romans 16:17-18, which 
is a l s o  i n  God's i n s p i r e d ,  i n f a l l i b l e ,  and 
i n e r r a n t  Word, 

The work of t h e  Corn i t t ee  of Ten and Ten was 
cu t  s h o r t  by P res iden t  Behnken, There a r e  only 
b r i e f  r e fe rences  i n  memorials submitted t o  t h e  
LCMS. The views urged by & Statement caused t rou-  
b l e  wi th in  t h e  LCMS, growing l i k e  an u l c e r ,  
Though t h e  ELS was no t  d i r e c t l y  involved,  A Sta te -  
ment was an i s s u e  a f f e c t i n g  fel lowship.  But one 
i s  a l s o  reminded t o  b e  t h e o l o g i c a l l y  aware and 
s e n s i t i v e  f o r  t h e  t r u t h ,  l e s t  h i s t o r y  r epea t  it- 
s e l f ,  For our  o lde r  p a s t o r s  t h i s  a r t i c l e  w i l l  be 
a  turn ing  back t o  a fo rgo t t en  chapter  i n  Synodical 
Conference h i s t o r y ,  For younger p a s t o r s  t h i s  arti- 
c l e  w i l l  he lp  them understand t h e  s e r i o u s  concerns 
p resen t  when t h e  r u p t u r e  of the Synodical Confer- 
enee began, For a l l  it serves as a reminder t h a t  
e r r o r  unchallenged i s  a growing weed i n  t h e  garden 
of t h e  church, 

We a r e  most appreciative t h a t  P a s t o r  A ,  T, 
Kretzmann, now l i v i n g  i n  retiremen% i n  Milwaukee, 
took time t o  s h a r e  h i s  experient~es w i t h  u s ,  H e  
last served T r i n i t y  Lutheran Church, Creee, P l l i -  
n o i s ,  which he  l e d  ou t  of t h e  LCMS i n t o  t h e  W i s -  
consin Evangel ical  Lutheran Synod, Pas to r  Kretz- 
mann is  b o r n  a s  a  s cho la r  and s tuden t  of t h e  
Greek New Testament, Readers of t h i s  a r t i c l e  
w i l l  qu ickly  become aware of t h i s ,  The a r t i c l e  
i t s e l f  is  based on t h e  taped answers of P a s t o r  
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We a r e  most appreciative t h a t  P a s t o r  A ,  T, 
Kretzmann, now l i v i n g  i n  retiremen% i n  Milwaukee, 
took time t o  s h a r e  h i s  experient~es w i t h  u s ,  H e  
last served T r i n i t y  Lutheran Church, Creee, P l l i -  
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Kretzmann t o  a  series of ques t i ons  submit ted t o  
him by t h e  undersigned. We have t r i e d  t o  keep 
e d i t i n g  a t  a  minimum t o  keep t h e  " f lavor"  of h i s  
responses ,  It a l s o  exp la in s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of 
t h e  a r t i c l e ,  W e  f e e l  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  sha re  t h i s  
m a t e r i a l  w i th  you, 

-- Glenn E.  Reichwald 

P ro fe s so r  Reichwald, I am about t o  begin t o  
answer t h e  ques t i ons  which you submit ted t o  m e .  

Your f i r s t  ques t i on  i s  "Would you g ive  a b r i e f  
b i ~ g r a p h y  of y s u r s e l f ? "  It was i n  t h e  month of 
October,  1906, t h a t  1 was born,  a s  a  second son s f  
Br ,  H a r t i n  S, Kretzmann and E l i zabe th  Nee Wessel 
i n  Eas t  S t ,  Louis ,  I l l i n o i s ,  A f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r  my 
f a t h e r  rece ived  a  c a l l  t o  K e n d a l l v i l l e ,  Ind iana ,  
where 1 grew up. P a t tended  the  C h r i s t i a n  Day 
Schso%, Concsrdia College i n  F o r t  Wape, and @on=- 
e o r d i a  Seminary i n  S t ,  Louis ,  g radua t ing  i n  1931, 
I served f i rs t  as a  miss ionary  a t  l a r g e  f o r  two 
years and then  as p a s t o r  of S t ,  Hatthews Church 
i n  Barrington, I I l i n o i s ,  from 1933-1945, a s  well 
as t he  pas to r  of S t ,  John's of Arnold Lake from 
1940-1945,  and a t  T r i n i t y  i n  Crete, I l l i n o i s ,  from 
1945-1971. 

Your second ques t i on  i s  'What w a s  t h e  gene ra l  
purpose of t h e  'Conenittee of Ten and TenT?'-n 
t h e  e a r l y  days of October 1945, 4 Statement to-  
ge the r  w i th  i t s  accompanying le t te r  s igned  by 
forty-odd p a s t o r s  and p r o f e s s o r s  of t h e  Miissouri 
Synod, was mailed t o  t h e  c l e r g y  of Synod, over  t h e  

repea ted  p r o t e s t s  of t h e  praesidium of t h e  Missouri  
Synod, I n  a te legram da ted  October 2 ,  1945, D r ,  
J.  W. Behnken s a i d  t o  t h e  s i g n e r s  of A Statement:  
"In t h e  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  synod's we l f a r e ,  i t s  P r e s i -  
den t  and Vice-Presidents  . . . p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
sending ou t  cf t h e  Chicago s ta tement  a t  t h i s  t ime , "  
L a t e r  on, i n  summary of t h e  meeting he ld  wi th  t h e  
s i g n e r s  of A Statement ,  dated January 11, 1946, 
i t  was dec l a r ed  through t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  l e t t e r :  
" A t  t h i s  meeting we emphasize t h a t  t h i n g s  cannot 
cont inue  as a t  t h e  p re sen t  t ime ,  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a -  
t i o n  i ~ h i c h  h a s  r e s u l t e d  from t h e  sending of 
A Statement i s  alarming,  and t h a t  something must - ---- 
be done t o  remove t h e  confusion and d i s tu rbance  i n  
o rde r  to r e t a i n  t r u e  u n i t y  i n  synod," This  l e t t e r  
o r  P re s iden t  Behnken i s  da ted  A p r i l  30, 1946, Zn 
t h e  same l e t t e r  he  s t a t e d :   here a r e  sane  p o i n t s  
i n  t h i s  s ta tement  with which w e  were n o t  then and 
a r e  n o t  now i.n agreement. This  ho lds  t r u e  a l s o  of 
t h e  Dec la r a t i on  and a l s o  of t h e  ace~rnpanying l e t -  
t e r  A t  t h i s  meeting of December 10, 1945, w e  
voiced our disagreement with some of t h e  p o i n t s  i n  
A Stateme= a s  w e l l  as w i t h  the accompanying l e t t e r  - 
and i n s i s t e d  t h a t  these be corrected a r  withdra'cbm 

It was t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  which gro-mpted P re s iden t  
J. W, Behnken t o  ask  a nxx~nber of men (16, ed)  t o  
s e r v e  as h i s  c o m i t t e e  wi th  regard  ts A Statement - - ---- 
and i t s  accompanying l e t t e r ,  Ssme c l e r g y  members 
of synod, i nc lud ing  a p r o f e s s c r  a t  the S t ,  Louis 
Seminary, t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  Semi- 
nary ,  and two o t h e r  c o l l e g e  p ro fes so r s ,  were asked 
t o  serve on t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  c o m i t t e e  on t h i s  
ma t t e r .  The purpose of t h i s  c o m i t t e e  and t h e  
meet ings t h a t  followed was n o t  t o  serve as a d i s -  
c i p l i n e  c o m i t t e e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  f o r  t h e  purpose of 
making an exhaus t ive  s tudy  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  disctas- 
s i o n s  of t h e  wording of A Statement i n  t h e  l i g h t  
of S c r i p t u r e .  It w a s  unzerstood t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
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of Sola Scriptura was to be observed throughout. 
Dr. Behnken and his Vice President pointed out 
that we, the members of their committee, were 
representing the Missouri Synod and were free to 
use whatever apporach we considered best, so long 
as the discussion at the joint meeting of the 
"Ten and  en" would lead directly into Scripture 
itself. This result was achieved by our setting- 
up of a set of five declarations about the chief 
content of A Statement, which became the subject 
of discussion at all the joint meetings. These 
five declarations were among the thirteen that 
had been prepared by President Behnken's committee, 

The third question to me reads: "'Where were 
you serving the church when you were asked to 
serve on this comanittee?" A t  that time 1 was a 
pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Crete, having 
arrived there just some months before, 

The fourth questions reads:: "The formation 
of the 'Cornittee of Ten and Tenhas occasioned 
by the appearance by A Statement in the Lutheran 
Church - Missouri Synod, a theological document 
produced by 44 men in t ha t  Synod. What was your 
opinion of that document?" 1 was shocked 6 0  find 
so many elergpen in our Synod -- some of them in 
positions of leadership and influence -- express- 
ing and holding positions directly opposed to and 
in deviation from what the Missouri Synod has held 
fur a century, especially an the Doctrine of 
Church Fellowship, and related teachings. The 
A Statement itself contains 12 theses, nine of - 
which were followed by a declaration or two, The 
signers further explained their 12 theses to the 
praesidium on February the 13th and l5th, 1946, 
and this was in the form of essays which appeared 
under the general headings ' the Truth in. --- 
Love. The theses against which we as members of 
the-President's Cormnittee expressed our strongest 

oppositions for doctrinal reasons were the 
following : 

1, "Thesis 5 : We affirm our conviction that 
sound exegetical procedure is the basis 

for sound Lutheran Theology. We therefore 
deplore the fact that Romans l6:17-18 has 
been applied to all Christians'who differ 
from us in certain points of doctrine, It 
is our convietion, based on sound exegetical 
and hermeneutical principles, that the text 
does not apply to the present situation in 
the Lutheran Church of America*" 

This thesis advocated an interpretation 
sf Romans l6:17-18 which does not permtt the 
passage to be app%ie$  to all persistent 
teachers and supporters of er ror ,  and does 
so by arguing frslra grammatical principles 
which are admittedly not universal, bong 
these was the assumption that generic arti- 
cles and the particular article may not  
appear in one canstructfsn, that nsrma1ly 
prepositional phrases are adverbial, and by 
ignoring the fact  that verse 18, being ad- 
verbial, and not adjectival, gives God's 
reasons for the soarmand in verse 1 7 ,  and 
a l s o ,  wi.lrhaat: proof froan the passage under 
discussion, hold ing  t o  the assumption tha$ 
the  stcontrary to the doc t r inegD must be lim- 
i t e d  to Paul's teaching an the  m a i q t -  a. enan~e 
s f  Christian u n i t y ,  something which is not 
taught there, 

11. The Bresidentss camittee a lso  declares 
that Thesis 9 propounds false doctrine, 

It reads: "we believe that the term 'UnionismB 
should be applied only to acts in which a 
clear and unmistakable denial of scriptural 
truth or approval of error is involved. We 
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There were o t h e r  t h e s e s  i n  A Statement ,  be- 
s i d e s  t hose  mentioned above, t h a t  were given con- 
s i d e r a t i o n  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  C o m i t t e e ;  a  t o t a l  
of 1 3  d e c l a r a t i o n s  were adopted by t h i s  committee, 
These o t h e r s  a r e  n o t  included h e r e  simply because 
of t h e i r  lesser d o c t r i n a l  importance, It turned 
ou t  t h a t  on ly  one of t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n s  of Synod's 
C o m i t t e e  of 10 was placed upon t h e  agenda of t h e  
meetings of t h e  "Ten and Ten," w i th  a  few excep- 
t i o n s ,  and t h i s  was t h e  one t h a t  d e a l t  w i t h  Romans 
16:17, which would be  t r e a t e d  i n  Thes is  5 of 
A Statement ,  Our concern abou t  f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  i n  - 
t h i s  s ta tement  was i nc reased  when i t  was r epo r t ed  
by D r ,  E .  J .  F r i e d r i c h  i n  a  l e t t e r  da ted  September 
28,  1946, t h a t  by means of s o l i c i t a t i o n  t h e  number 
of s i g n e r s  had been increased  from 44 t o  258. 
Af t e r  r e c e i v i n g  our  p r o t e s t  w i t h  r ega rds  t o  t h i s  
d i s t u r b i n g  development dur ing  t h e  t ime t h a t  t h e  
meetings of t h e  "Ten and Ten" w e r e  be ing  h e l d ,  
D r ,  Behnken was persuaded t o  have s e r i o u s l y  
t r o u b l i n g  a c t i v i t y  come t o  an end, 

Your ques t i on  5 reads: "Was t h e  appearance 
of t h i s  d o c t r i n e  a  s u r p r i s e  t o  you? Expla in ,"  
To have t h e  confess ion  s f  false d o c t r i n e  he ld  by 
the  l i b e r a l  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  Missouri Synod appear 
i n  the  form o f  a d e f i n i t e  doewent  cha l l eng ing  
t h e  century-old p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Synod indeed took 
m e  by s u r p r i s e ,  It was, however, i n  no way su r -  
p r i s i n g  t h a t  like-minded men took a s t e p  i n  the  
d i r e c t i o n  sf  cha l l eng ing  o ld  Missouri  d o c t r i n e ,  
For a n u d e r  of y e a r s  a t h e o l o g i c a l  c leavage  coqAd 
be c l e a r l y  d i scerned  a t  almost every  p a s t o r a l  con- 
f e r ence  w i t h i n  t h e  Northern I l l i n o i s  D i s t r i c t ,  
where t h e  w r i t e r  se rved  a t  t h a t  t ime.  The oppssi-  
t i o n  t o  t h e  o ld  Missour i  t e ach ing ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on 
church f e l l owsh ip ,  was becoming eve r  s t r o n g e r  s o  
t h a t  a t tendance  a t  t h e s e  meet ings on t h e  p a r t  of 
o ld - l i ne  conse rva t ives  was becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  
p a i n f u l ,  Since - A Statement expressed t h i s  new 

l i b e r a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  s o  many wel l -prepared t h e s e s ,  
very  many i n  synod were shocked. D r .  J ,  W e  Behnken 
rece ived  between two and t h r e e  hundred p r o t e s t i n g  
l e t t e r s  from conferences and i n d i v i d u a l s  forming 
a h igh  p i l e  which he showed t o  h i s  committee and 
turned  over  t o  them, Disagreement and c a l l s  f o r  
d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  were being d i r e c t e d  t o  him a s  
t h e  f i n a l  head of a l l  synod ica l  d i s c i p l i n e ,  

Question 6 reads: "F$hy d i d  P r e s i d e n t  Behnken 
a s k  you t o  s e r v e  on t h i s  c o r n i t t e e ? "  P re s iden t  
Behnken mentioned t o  h i s  c ~ m i t t e e  "t::et t h e  ten 
members and t h e i r  a l t e rna tes  were picked from many 
writers s f  l e t t e r s  of p ro t e s i  which had come t o  
h i  At the  f i r s t  meet ing P re s iden t  Behnken and 
t w o  other p r e s i d e n t s  of synod w i t h  t h e  members of 
li B 111s cornittee an A p r i l  27, 1 9 4 6 ,  were informed 

_ *  4- 

 ilea^ de had been. chosen from t he  number of pro- 
t e s t e r s  w i t h  t h e  confidence t h a t  we could succeed 
i n  d e a l i n g  with t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s  t h a t  had 
been presen ted  by A Statement .  In h i s  l e t t e r  of 
appointment d a t e d  March 1 2 ,  1946 ,  Pres iden t  Behnken 
had dec l a r ed ,  "A Startemept d e f i n i t e l y  must be 
s tud i ed  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  God" Mord and then  p r o p e r  
a c t i o n  must be taken, '" 

Even with t h i s  promise (which was never kept )  
several men who were asked to serve wanted to re- 
ceive f u r t h e r  assurance ' be f s r~  agreeing %a follaw 
t h i s  procedure,  T h i s  p rocedure  xrjas contrary t a  
the  synodical  procedure f o r  hucli 3. development i s  
t h i s ,  a procedure s p e l l e d  o u t  in synod's constltu- 
$fen, Th i s  r i s k  procedure w a s  not being fol lowed,  
which made ques t ionable  whether t t i e  procedure of 
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  could ever be brought i n t o  opera- 
t i o n  l a te r ,  The present writer i n  a l e t t e r  t o  
Dr, Behnken, with whom P a s t o r  R s m s s e r  a d  hg, had 
m e t  garlier, stated t h a t  "If the  j o i n t  meeting 
were conducted l i k e  a deba t e  t o  s e e  who is  r i g h t  
o r  would become a t i resome d i s c u s s i o n  on procedure,  
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I would n o t  f e e l  bound t o  cont inue  t o  s e rve . "   en and Ten" meet ings  had come t o  an  end and an  
(Le t te r  da ted  March 13 ,  1946) I n  a  d i s c u s s i o n  agreement w i th  t h e  s i g n e r s  had been e f f e c t e d ,  
between our  committee and P r e s i d e n t  Behnken and 
members of t h e  praes id ium on A p r i l  27 wi th  r ega rd  

D r .  Behnken s t a t e d  aga in  t h a t  A Statement  contained 
f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  p o t e n t i a l l y  d i v i s i v e  of  church f e l -  

t o  t h e  s t a t u s  of ou r  committee, one v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o m i t t e e  " r ep re sen t s  t h e  Missour i  

lowship,  This  appeared i n  t h e  minutes  of t h a t  
meeting s t a t e d  J u l y  1, 1947, which were approved 

Synod." And D r .  Behnken s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  committee by D r ,  Behnken. 
was "advisory t o  him a s  P r e s i d e n t  of Synod," which 
i s  i n  t h e  minutes  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  Committee of 
Ten, w r i t t e n  A p r i l  2 7 ,  1946, and cont inued " t h a t  
t h e  committee of t e n  appointed by t h e  s i g n e r s  of 
A Statement  could n o t  r e p r e s e n t  D r .  Behnken i n  - 
any way,'' These minutes  were submit ted t o  t h e  
praes id ium and read  s e p a r a t e l y  wi thout  o b j e c t i o n  
o r  c o r r e c t i o n s ,  

Question 7 r eads :  "Wkrat are P re s iden t  
Behnken's views of A S t a t e i n e e "  I n  answer t o  an 
e a r l i e r  ques t i on  i t  was po in t ed  ou$ t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  
Behnken and h i s  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t s  had r e j e c t e d  
A Statement even b e f o r e  i t  was mailed ou t  t o  t h e  - 
c l e r g y  of the synod. And i n  let ters t o  t h e  c l e r g y  
of the Missour i  Synod, t h e i r  r e j e c t i o n  of s ta te-  
ments i n  t h i s  document was c l e a r l y  expressed, A s  
far  as is knom t o  m e ,  D r ,  Behnken never  deviated 
from t h i s  p o s i t i o n  b u t  continued to i n s i s t  t h a t  
A ------- Statement conta ins  f a l s e  d o c t r i n e ,  When he w a s  
asked at the  meeting o f  A p r i l  27, 1 9 4 6 ,  with h i s  
cs~m~ait tee what h i s  views were of & State-ment he 
:2 howed us his copy of A Statement ,  w e l l  worn and 
covered w i t h  r e d  l i n e s  and r e d  p e n c i l  n o t e s ,  We A 

staated t h a t  i n  h i s  es t fma. t ion every r e d  l i n e  rep- 
resented fa l se  and unsc r ip tu ra l  doc t r ine ,  d e t a i l -  
i n g  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  e r r o r s  con ta ined  i n  t h i s  dscu- 
ment which co inc ided  w i th  t h o s e  t h a t  had been 
found by members of h i s  c o r n i t t e e ,  It should a lso 
be  s t a t e d  t h a t  DY, Behnken h e l d  t h i s  r e j e c t i o n  of 
A Statement  as a document con t a in ing  f a l s e  doc- - 
t r i n e  a l s o  i n  t h e  y e a r s  which foPlowed, A t  a  
meeting w i t h  t h e  Chicago Study Club a f t e r  a11  t h e  

Question Number 8 reads :  "Did P r e s i d e n t  
Behnken g ive  your c o m i t t e e  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s ? "  The i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  Behnken 
gave t o  members of t h i s  committee r e s u l t e d  from a  
p r e . 6 ~ i . o ~ ~  meet ing which he  and h i s  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t s  
had i n  S t .  Louis on February 14-16, w i t h  represen-  
t a t i v e s  of  t h e  s i g n e r s  of A Sta tement ,  A f t e r  t h e  
s igne r s  had read  a s e r i e s  s f  e s says  on t h e  12 
t h e 5 . e ~  of A Statement  under the heading ,  ' 
t h e  Tru th  i n  Love " t h e  s i g n e r s  were asked by a - - -- -5 

member of t h e  p r a e s i d i m  a t  l e a s t  tw ice  t o  withdraw 
o r  a t  least suspend t h i s  document b u t  t hey  dec l i ned  
t o  do S O ,  ( D r ,  Behnken's l e t te r  A p r i l  3Q, 1946, 
page 10) From t h a t  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  meet ing i s s u e d  
t h e  r eques t  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  t o  appo in t  18 men, %a 
m e e t  w i th  10 sf t h e  s i g n e r s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  con- 
t roversy & Statement  had provoked, The Presid~mt's 
comi t t ee  was therefore  asked a t  i t s  f i r s t  j o i n t  
meet ing w i th  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and t w o  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t s  
of synod on A p r i l  23-24 t o  express its s&jec t i ons  
t o  t h e  document i n   declaration^; ~'hich e s u l d  became 
the bas i s  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  j o i n t  meeting o f  
the "Ten and Ten." A s  they we-e prepared, these 
d e c l a r a t i o n s  w e r e  p r e sen t ed  f i x se  t o  t h e  praesi- 
diurn of t h e  Missouri Synod, ~ r h i c h  expressed agree- 
ment n o t  on ly  w i th  t h e  method af approach and t he  
t rea tment  of t h e  sp;i$ject matter under ass ignment ,  
bu t  a l s o  dec l a r ed  agreement as w e l l  w i t h  t h e  doc- 
t r i n e  set f o r t h  i n  t h e i r  1 3  d e c l a r a t i o n s ,  

Quest ion 9 r eads :  '"at d i d  P r e s i d e n t  Behnken 
hope t o  accomplish through t h i s  c o m i t t e e ? "  I n  
a t t emp t ing  t o  answer t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i t  i s  no doubt 
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t r u e  t h a t  h i n d s i g h t  i s  b e t t e r  than  f o r e s i g h t .  I n  

t h e  hope of n o t  committing t h e  o f f e n s e  of a t t empt -  
i n g  t o  read h e a r t s ,  i t  must be s t a t e d  t h a t  l e a d i n g  
members of t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  committee were completely  
puzzled as t o  what D r .  Behnken hoped t o  accomplish 
bv t h i s  most unusual  and unorthodox e x t r a  congre- 

d 

g a t i o n a l ,  e x t r a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  method which s ide -  
s tepped  t h e  procedure t h e r e  o u t l i n e d  f o r  one which - - - 

appa ren t l y  had i t s  o r i g i n  among t h e  s i g n e r s  o t  
A Statement .  For example, an a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Luth - 
eran Witness da ted  February 25, 1946, con ta ined  - - 

t h e  s ta tement  t h a t  t h e  s i g n e r s  d i d  no t  r e t r a c t  nor  
were they  asked t o  r e t r a c t  -- simply a  mis lead ing  
s ta tement  i n  view of t h e  request made by members 
of t h e  praes id ium t h a t  t h e  signers withdraw o r  a t  
l e a s t  suspend A Statement .  Even worse was the  
f a c t  t h a t  a few months l a t e r ,  W ~ P I :  requested by 
h i s  c o m i t t e e  t o  meet w i t h  them t o  d e f i n e  i t s  
s t a t u s  and i t s  scope of work, P r e s i d e n t  Behnken 
dec l a r ed  t h a t  he  viewed i t  i n a d v i s a b l e  t o  meet 
w i t h  t h i s  committee, sugges t i ng  t h a t  t h e  cont inu-  
a t i o n  conmit tee  of t h e  s igners  of a S t a t e ~ g g  -- 
t h o s e  whom h e  had openly accused of fa lse  doc- 
t r i n e  -- give i t s  approva l  f i r s t  and s a n c t i o n  t h i s  
s t e p .  The p r e s i d e n t ' s  c c m i t t e e  tack the f i r m  
s t a n d  that  t h i s  sugges t i on  t h a t  D r .  Behnken f a l l o w  
this v a c i l a t i n g  procedure was completely  o u t  of 
o r d e r  and i t  was dropped. Even more d i s cou rag ing  
was the  &termination expressed khrougbout by 
D r .  Rehnken t h a t  t h e r e  was t o  be no s p l i t  i n  synod 
du r ing  h i s  t e r m  of o f f i c e ,  Also a t  t h e  l a s t  meet- 
i ng  of the pxaesidium w i t h  t he  p res iden t ' s  cornittee 
on January 1 7 ,  1946, P r e s i d e n t  Behnken informed our  
c o m i t t e e  that he  had t o l d  members of t h e  s i g n e r s '  
committee of Statement  t h a t  i n  t h e  ma t t e r  of 
Romans 16:  17-18 h i s  committee had backed them t o  
t h e  w a l l .  The thought  t h a t  was i n  among t h e s e  
same o f f i c e r s  of synod informed t h e  s i g n e r s  of 
A Statement  t h a t  t h i s  p u b l i c  document i n  which he - 
claimed were f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  p o t e n t i a l l y  d e v i s i v e  

of church fe l lowship  need on ly  b e  withdrawn with-  
o u t  be ing  r e t r a c t e d ,  t h i s  n a t u r a l l y  causes  our  
h i n d s i g h t s  t o  wonder whether t h e  e a r l i e r  expres-  
s i o n s  a s  a d e s i r e  t o  d e a l  w i th  f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  a s  
f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  were as boni  f i d e  a s  we thought  
they  were o r  whether some o t h e r  e a r t h l y  g o a l s  o r  
goa l ,  such a s  p r e se rv ing  outward union w i t h i n  
synod a t  a lmost  any c o s t ,  w a s  t h e  r e i g n i n g  p r i o r -  
i t y .  Such s t a t emen t s  we found d i f f i c u l t  to r e c t i f y .  

Ques t i on  10 r eads :  "When, where,  and how 
o f t e n  w i l l  t h e  Committee of 'Ten and Ten' meet?" 
F i r s t  of a l l  I ' d  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  i t  would 
be  Fet ter  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  Committees sf Ten and 
Ten, The two Committees of Ten and Ten met f o r  
a  t o t a l  of 2 3  days i n  fu l l -day  s e s s i o n s .  These 
meet ings  were he ld  i n  Chicago on August 13-16, 
September 23-25, and November 12-13, 1946. As 
p r e s i d e n t ,  W. H. Meyer of  t h e  Kansas d i s t r i c t  
se rved  a s  moderator ,  A t  f i r s t ,  D r ,  OswaPd Hoffman 
and P a s t o r  A ,  T. Kretzmann se rved  a s  c s - s e c r e t a r i e s  
a t  t h e  j o i n t  meet ing,  When t h e  l a t t e r  asked t o  be 
r e l i e v e d  because of course  of du ty  of t h e  secretary 
of t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  c o m i t t e e ,  P a s t ~ r  Rolf was asked 
t o  serve t o g e t h e r  w i t h  D r ,  Hoffmann, As D r ,  Beknken 
r epo r t ed  t o  synod, a  most c o r d i a l  and b r o t h e r l y  
s p i r i t  p r e v a i l e d  a t  a l l  t h e  meet ings  and no c l a sh  
of p e r s o n a l i t y  was ev iden t  a t  any t i m e ,  

Question 11: "What w a s  t h e  bas ic  agenda which 
w a s  fol lowed i n  t h e  meetings?" The basic agenda 
fol lowed a t  t h e  meet ings  was t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 
d e c l a r a t i o n s  and t h e  v a r i o u s  theses and dec l a r a -  
t i o n s  prepared by t h e  c o m i t t e e  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t  
a s  w e l l  a s  on the accompanying l e t t e r  of & Statemen;. 
There were 1 3  d e c l a r a t i o n s  i n  a l l ,  While Declara- 
t i o n  I, t r e a t i n g  t h e  accompanying l e t te r  of A S t a t e -  
ment was p r e sen t ed  a t  t h e  f i r s t  (August 13)  meet ing - 9  

it d i d  n o t  become a  formal  s u b j e c t  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  

- 17 - 
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I n s t e a d ,  Dec l a r a t i on  I1 on Thes i s  5 of A Statement ,  
which d e a l t  w i th  Romans 16:1?-18 and which t he r e -  
f o r e  concerned i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  ve ry  h e a r t  of  t h e  
d o c t r i n a l  con t roversy ,  was t h e  t o p i c  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  
a t  most of t h e  s e s s i o n s .  Dec l a r a t i on  I1 r e a d s  i n  
i t s  most e s s e n t i a l  p a r t :  "Whereas t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  
of Thes i s  5 advocates  an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of Romans 
1 6 ~ 1 7  which does  n o t  permi t  t h e  passage t o  b e  
app l i ed  t o  a l l  p e r s i s t e n t  t e a c h e r s  and s u p p o r t e r s  
of e r r o r ,  and whereas he  who advocates  a  change 
from t h e  s t a t u s  quo has  t h e  burden of p roo f ,  and 
whereas t h e  e x e g e s i s  of Romans 1 6 ~ 1 7  p re sen t ed  i n  
19 t h e  ~ L u t h  i n  Love," a s  a  de f ense  of 

.-____I-- 

Thes is  5 i s  un tenable ,  s i n c e  i t  con t a in s  t h e  f o l -  
lowing c r i t i c a l  e r r o r s  : 

a .  i t  a rgues  from grammatical  p r i n c i p l e s  which are 
admi t t ed ly  n o t  u n i v e r s a l ;  

b e  i t  igno re s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  v e r s e  18, be ing  adver- 
b i a l  and n o t  a d j e c t i v a l ,  g ive s  God's reasons  
f o r  t h e  comand i n  v e r s e  17: 

c ,  i t  b l and ly  d i s r e g a r d s  what i s  admi t t ed ly  con- 
t r a r y  ev idence  (''The a c t i o n s  of t h e s e  men a r e  
i n  d i r e c g  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  t h e  t e ach ings  which 
t h e  Romans had l ea rned , "  m i c h  t each ings?  The 
whole body of C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e ?  Probably.  
It should b e  mentioned t h a t  t h e  "probablyq'  was 
changed t o  " c e r t a i n l y f q  i n  t h e  Novesnber meeting 
by t h e  au tho r  of t h i s  e s say . )  

Therefore  w e  d e c l a r e :  

1. t h a t  v e r s e  1 8  may n o t  be  cons t rued  as a mod i f i e r  
of T O U S  noLouvTas;  

2.  t h a t  i t  may n o t  b e  expla ined  as a  l i m i t a t i o n  o r  
a  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o r  a d e s c r i p t i o n  by which we 
a r e  t o  recognize  T O U S  noLouvra s  and whereas 
~ n v  d ~ d a x n v  i n  Romans l6:17 d e s i g n a t e s  t h e  e n t i r e  

corpus d o c t r i n a e  C h r i s t i a n a e  ( t h e  body of C h r i s t i a n  
d o c t r i n e )  and no t  merely t h e  p a r t  t h a t  u rges  w i n -  
t a i n i n g  of peace ;  t h e r e f o r e  we d e c l a r e  t h a t  t h e  
passage is  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  any and a l l  who p e r s i s t -  
e n t l y  t e ach  con t r a ry  t o  a p o s t o l i c  d o c t r i n e  and 
no t  merely t o  such a s  t e ach  f a i t h - s u b v e r t i n g  e r r o r s ,  

It should be emphasized, a s  m a t t e r s  tu rned  o u t ,  
t h a t  t h i s  d e c l a r a t i o n ,  which has been p re sen t ed  
onby i n  p a r t ,  wi th  only b r i e f  i n t e r u u p t i s n s ,  re- 
mained -- t h e  agenda, and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  b a s i s  of d i s -  
cus s ion  f o r  t h e  remaining twenty-two days of t h e  
joint s e s s i o n s  of t h e  two committees,  There was, 
however, one n o t a b l e  except ion ,  a h e a r t e n i n g  one, 
F u r i ~ g  the d i s c u s s i o n  of Romans 1&:17-18 i n  t h e  
e...-ir%ier p a r t ,  t h e  sugges t ion  was made and c a r r i e d  
o u t  t h a t  a t  these j o i n t  meet ings  of t h e  "Ten and 
Ten" Cornlit tee the  e f f o r t  b e  made t o  s e t  up t h e s e s  

and f i n d  ou t  whether f u l l  agree-  
hed , The s iabeomi t  t e e  chosen 

was cornposed of  B r ,  Theodore Graebner and D r ,  F ,  
Loose of t h e  s i g n e r s ,  and D r ,  Pau l  Bente and 
P a s t o r  A ,  T ,  t:<retzmann r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  p r e s i d e n t P s  
c o r n i t t e e ,  A f t e r  many hours  of s t u d y  t h i s  sub- 
c o r n i t t e e  r epo r t ed  back, p r e s e n t i n g  t h i s  importan$ 
matker i n  e i g h t  t h e s e s  and s ~ z b t h e s e s ,  F u l l  agree- 
merit w a s  expressed by a l l  men. on bo th  committees,  
P r e s i d e n t  Behnken s u p p l i e d  a41 p a s t o r s  of t h e  
f i s s o u r i  S p o d  wi th  copies  ~f zlnese ==xL Scri'p~?~ra 
theses, r e q u e s t i n g  all d i s t r i c t  pastoral confer -  
ences  as w e l l  a s  a%% other  p a s t o r a l  conferences  t o  
have papers  p repared  and r ead  on t h e s e  theses, 

A f e w  samples of t h e  soba t h e s e s  
adopted by t h e  two c o r n i t t e e s  are as  fo l l ows :  

2. The " s c r i p t u r a l  p r i n c i p l e "  (Schrf f t p r i n z i p )  
means t h a t  each s ta tement  of t h e  canon ica l  
S c r i p t u r e s ,  whether i t  d e a l s  w i t h  q u e s t i o n  
of s a l v a t i o n ,  of C h r i s t i a n  conduct ,  of h i s t o r y ,  
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i n  d i r e c g  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  t h e  t e ach ings  which 
t h e  Romans had l ea rned , "  m i c h  t each ings?  The 
whole body of C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e ?  Probably.  
It should b e  mentioned t h a t  t h e  "probablyq'  was 
changed t o  " c e r t a i n l y f q  i n  t h e  Novesnber meeting 
by t h e  au tho r  of t h i s  e s say . )  

Therefore  w e  d e c l a r e :  

1. t h a t  v e r s e  1 8  may n o t  be  cons t rued  as a mod i f i e r  
of T O U S  noLouvTas;  

2.  t h a t  i t  may n o t  b e  expla ined  as a  l i m i t a t i o n  o r  
a  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o r  a d e s c r i p t i o n  by which we 
a r e  t o  recognize  T O U S  noLouvra s  and whereas 
~ n v  d ~ d a x n v  i n  Romans l6:17 d e s i g n a t e s  t h e  e n t i r e  

corpus d o c t r i n a e  C h r i s t i a n a e  ( t h e  body of C h r i s t i a n  
d o c t r i n e )  and no t  merely t h e  p a r t  t h a t  u rges  w i n -  
t a i n i n g  of peace ;  t h e r e f o r e  we d e c l a r e  t h a t  t h e  
passage is  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  any and a l l  who p e r s i s t -  
e n t l y  t e ach  con t r a ry  t o  a p o s t o l i c  d o c t r i n e  and 
no t  merely t o  such a s  t e ach  f a i t h - s u b v e r t i n g  e r r o r s ,  

It should be emphasized, a s  m a t t e r s  tu rned  o u t ,  
t h a t  t h i s  d e c l a r a t i o n ,  which has been p re sen t ed  
onby i n  p a r t ,  wi th  only b r i e f  i n t e r u u p t i s n s ,  re- 
mained -- t h e  agenda, and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  b a s i s  of d i s -  
cus s ion  f o r  t h e  remaining twenty-two days of t h e  
joint s e s s i o n s  of t h e  two committees,  There was, 
however, one n o t a b l e  except ion ,  a h e a r t e n i n g  one, 
F u r i ~ g  the d i s c u s s i o n  of Romans 1&:17-18 i n  t h e  
e...-ir%ier p a r t ,  t h e  sugges t ion  was made and c a r r i e d  
o u t  t h a t  a t  these j o i n t  meet ings  of t h e  "Ten and 
Ten" Cornlit tee the  e f f o r t  b e  made t o  s e t  up t h e s e s  

and f i n d  ou t  whether f u l l  agree-  
hed , The s iabeomi t  t e e  chosen 

was cornposed of  B r ,  Theodore Graebner and D r ,  F ,  
Loose of t h e  s i g n e r s ,  and D r ,  Pau l  Bente and 
P a s t o r  A ,  T ,  t:<retzmann r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  p r e s i d e n t P s  
c o r n i t t e e ,  A f t e r  many hours  of s t u d y  t h i s  sub- 
c o r n i t t e e  r epo r t ed  back, p r e s e n t i n g  t h i s  importan$ 
matker i n  e i g h t  t h e s e s  and s ~ z b t h e s e s ,  F u l l  agree- 
merit w a s  expressed by a l l  men. on bo th  committees,  
P r e s i d e n t  Behnken s u p p l i e d  a41 p a s t o r s  of t h e  
f i s s o u r i  S p o d  wi th  copies  ~f zlnese ==xL Scri'p~?~ra 
theses, r e q u e s t i n g  all d i s t r i c t  pastoral confer -  
ences  as w e l l  a s  a%% other  p a s t o r a l  conferences  t o  
have papers  p repared  and r ead  on t h e s e  theses, 

A f e w  samples of t h e  soba t h e s e s  
adopted by t h e  two c o r n i t t e e s  are as  fo l l ows :  

2. The " s c r i p t u r a l  p r i n c i p l e "  (Schrf f t p r i n z i p )  
means t h a t  each s ta tement  of t h e  canon ica l  
S c r i p t u r e s ,  whether i t  d e a l s  w i t h  q u e s t i o n  
of s a l v a t i o n ,  of C h r i s t i a n  conduct ,  of h i s t o r y ,  



of s c i e n c e ,  o r  of any o t h e r  m a t t e r ,  was 
v e r b a l l y  i n s p i r e d  by t h e  Holy Ghost i n  
o rde r  t o  be be l i eved  and i s  t o  be  b e l i e v e d ,  
Whenever S c r i p t u r e  speaks ,  i t  is norma 
normans. 

4. I n t roduc ing  i n t o  theology o r  pe r sona l  f a i t h  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  a  person  may deny any 
s ta tement  s f  t h e  canon ica l  books of the 
B ib l e  a s  v e r b a l l y  i n s p i r e d  by God w i l l ,  i f  
c o n s i s t e n t l y  c a r r i e d  through,  overthrow t h e  
o rgan i c  founda t ions  s f  f a i t h  -- t h e  e n t i r e  
S c r i p t u r e ,  

6. D ~ c t r i n a a  p r o p o s i t i o n s  r e s u l t i n g  from l o g i -  
c a l  p roces se s  of t h e  mind o p e r a t i n g  upon 
t h e  m a t e r i a l s  f u rn i shed  by S c r i p t u r e s ,  such 
a s  

a ,  s y l l o g i s t i c  deduc t ions ;  
k ,  c o l l a t i o n  and summarization ~f  a l l  s t a t e -  

ments concerning any one t o p i c ;  
c ,  i n f e r e n c e s  

a r e  v a l i d  t r u t h s  and must b e  accepted s o  
Long as they  do n o t  extend beyond and add 
no th ing  t o  t h e  meaning sf a t e x t  o r  t e x t s ,  
Any a c t i v i t y  of t h e  human mind ( e .  g. , induc- 
t i o n )  which r eads  i n t o  t h e  t e x t  something 
not  a l r e a d y  t h e r e ,  cannot  produce a d o c t r i n a l  
p ropos t i on  b ind ing  consc iences ,  No conclu- 
s i o n  i s  v a l i d  i f  i t  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  anyth ing  
t h a t  t h e  Holy Ghost h a s  r evea l ed  o r  t aught  
i n  S c r i p t u r e .  

8. D i f f i c u l t  passages  a l s o  have one s i n g l e  in -  
tended meaning, which a l o n e  i s  t h e  a u t h e n t i c  
one, Such passages ,  i f  i n t e r p r e t e d  a t  a l l ,  
must be  i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  e l e a r  
passages .  

Question 1 2 :  "What was your p o s i t i o n  on t h e  
committee?" I served a s  a  member of t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  
Committee and a s  t h e  s e c r e t a r y .  D r .  Pau l  Bente and 
I were a l s o  asked by t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  Comiiittee t o  
p r epa re  a  r e p o r t  o r  summary of t h e  m a t t e r s  d i s cus sed  
and t h e  a c t i o n  taken a f t e r  t h e  meet ings  had come 
t o  an end, a  r e p o r t  a s  promised by D r .  Behnken t o  
be  mai led t o  a l l  t h e  p a s t o r s  of t h e  Missour i  Synod. 
Th i s  d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  was prepared a t  Concordia 
Col lege ,  F o r t  Wayne, Ind iana .  However, because 
of  t h e  agreement reached by  he p r e s i d e n t  and t h e  
v i ce -p re s iden t s  of t h e  synod w i t h  t h e  s i g n e r s  t o  
have A Statement  withdrawn, bu t  n o t  r e t r a c t e d ,  
t h e  ma i l i ng  couid n o t  be made a s  had been planned.  

Question 13: ' 'Since t h e r e  were obvious ly  two 
s ides  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  meet ing,  who were t h e  men on 
your s i d e ?  Who of them took t h e  l e ad?"  

The men on ou r  s i d e ,  members of t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  
Committee, were t h e  fo l lowing:  P a s t o r  Romoser, 
D r ,  F .  Bente, D r ,  G ,  C ,  Bar th ,  P r a f ,  Viehweg, 
D r ,  Theodore Eae tsch ,  P a s t o r  Stepban, P r o f ,  Mardt, 
P a s t o r  McLaughlin, D r ,  Baerger ,  A ,  T ,  Kre tzmnn.  
The a l t e r n a t e s  f o r  o u r  c o r n i t t e e  were P a s t o r  W e  N, 
Bewie, P a s t o r  Brand, and P a s t o r  W e  F.  Ro l f ,  Gen- 
e r a l l y  speak ing ,  t h e  men mentioned f i r s t  i n  t h e  
o r d e r  i n  which t hey  appeared took  t h e  l e a d  i n  t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  were h e l d ,  

Question 1 4 :  "&$%rs were t h e  men on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e ?  'la'ka took the lead?"  D r ,  E ,  J, F r i e d r i c h ,  
chairman s f  t h e  s i g n e r s  of --  A Statement, i n  a  l e t t e r  
da t ed  A p r i l  26, 1946, lists t h e  fo l lowing  s i g n e r s :  
D r ,  Theodore Graebner,  B r ,  P ,  Loose, D r .  0 ,  A,  
G e i s e m m ,  D r .  E ,  J ,  P r i e d r i c h ,  D r ,  Hemeter, D r ,  W. 
6, Ps lack ,  P a s t o r  B a r t e l s ,  D r .  0 ,  P. Kretzmann, 
P a s t o r  Brand ( ?  e d , ) ,  D r ,  Oswald Noffmann, P a s t o r  
George Kueehle, and t h e  fo l l owing  a l t e r n a t e s :  
P a s t o r  A ,  F ,  Bern tha l ,  D r ,  A .  R ,  Kretzmann, and 
P a s t o r  Theodore Schroedel .  



of s c i e n c e ,  o r  of any o t h e r  m a t t e r ,  was 
v e r b a l l y  i n s p i r e d  by t h e  Holy Ghost i n  
o rde r  t o  be be l i eved  and i s  t o  be  b e l i e v e d ,  
Whenever S c r i p t u r e  speaks ,  i t  is norma 
normans. 

4. I n t roduc ing  i n t o  theology o r  pe r sona l  f a i t h  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  a  person  may deny any 
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k ,  c o l l a t i o n  and summarization ~f  a l l  s t a t e -  

ments concerning any one t o p i c ;  
c ,  i n f e r e n c e s  

a r e  v a l i d  t r u t h s  and must b e  accepted s o  
Long as they  do n o t  extend beyond and add 
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t h a t  t h e  Holy Ghost h a s  r evea l ed  o r  t aught  
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8. D i f f i c u l t  passages  a l s o  have one s i n g l e  in -  
tended meaning, which a l o n e  i s  t h e  a u t h e n t i c  
one, Such passages ,  i f  i n t e r p r e t e d  a t  a l l ,  
must be  i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  e l e a r  
passages .  

Question 1 2 :  "What was your p o s i t i o n  on t h e  
committee?" I served a s  a  member of t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  
Committee and a s  t h e  s e c r e t a r y .  D r .  Pau l  Bente and 
I were a l s o  asked by t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  Comiiittee t o  
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and t h e  a c t i o n  taken a f t e r  t h e  meet ings  had come 
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Th i s  d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  was prepared a t  Concordia 
Col lege ,  F o r t  Wayne, Ind iana .  However, because 
of  t h e  agreement reached by  he p r e s i d e n t  and t h e  
v i ce -p re s iden t s  of t h e  synod w i t h  t h e  s i g n e r s  t o  
have A Statement  withdrawn, bu t  n o t  r e t r a c t e d ,  
t h e  ma i l i ng  couid n o t  be made a s  had been planned.  

Question 13: ' 'Since t h e r e  were obvious ly  two 
s ides  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  meet ing,  who were t h e  men on 
your s i d e ?  Who of them took t h e  l e ad?"  

The men on ou r  s i d e ,  members of t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  
Committee, were t h e  fo l lowing:  P a s t o r  Romoser, 
D r ,  F .  Bente, D r ,  G ,  C ,  Bar th ,  P r a f ,  Viehweg, 
D r ,  Theodore Eae tsch ,  P a s t o r  Stepban, P r o f ,  Mardt, 
P a s t o r  McLaughlin, D r ,  Baerger ,  A ,  T ,  Kre tzmnn.  
The a l t e r n a t e s  f o r  o u r  c o r n i t t e e  were P a s t o r  W e  N, 
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e r a l l y  speak ing ,  t h e  men mentioned f i r s t  i n  t h e  
o r d e r  i n  which t hey  appeared took  t h e  l e a d  i n  t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  were h e l d ,  

Question 1 4 :  "&$%rs were t h e  men on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e ?  'la'ka took the lead?"  D r ,  E ,  J, F r i e d r i c h ,  
chairman s f  t h e  s i g n e r s  of --  A Statement, i n  a  l e t t e r  
da t ed  A p r i l  26, 1946, lists t h e  fo l lowing  s i g n e r s :  
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Genera l ly  speaking,  t h e  f i r s t  mentioned par-  
t i c i p a t e d  t h e  mast i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  took 
p l a c e .  

Question 15: l'mat were t h e  major points s f  
d i f f e r e n c e ? "  While the  s igners  of A Ftatement  
f e l t  t h a t  f u l l  agreement i n  d o c t r i n e  w a s  not  nec- 
essary f o r  f e l l o w s h i p ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  Committee 
he ld  the oppos i t e ,  quo t ing  t h e  Briez S ta t emen t  
and Bible passages ,  

'Ci3-baile the  s igne r s  advecated an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
of Romans l6:17-16, which does n o t  permit  i t  t o  be  
a p p l i e d  to a11 p e r s i s t e n t  teachers and s u p p o r t e r s  
s f  e r r o r ,  doing much violence t o  che t e x t ,  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t ' s  C o m i t t e e  pointed o u ~  t h a t  t h i s  t e x t  
f o r b i d s  a l l  unionism, t ha t  i s ,  all u n i t i n g  i n  wor -  
s h i p  and in engaging in. joiint r e l i g i o u s  work which 
d i s r e g a r d s  d o c t r i n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  

While t h e  s i g n e r s ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  Greek g r a m a r ,  
t r e a t e d  v e r s e  18  of t h i s  t e x t  as  a mod i f i e r  of 
a o u g  nobsuu-ras  and thus  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of Chase to 
be avoided,  given t h e  i d e n t i f y i n g  marks, t h e  Pres-  
i d e n t ' s  C o r n i t t e e  h e l d  tha t  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
t hose  whom God i n  t h i s  t e x t  asked u s  t o  avoid is  
Eaund s o l e l y  i n  the  words "those who p e r s i s t e n t l y  
~ a k e  divisions and o f f e n s e s  contrary t o  the doc- 
t r i n e  which y e  have l e a r n e d , "  

h%ile the  s i g n e r s  i n s i s t  n 6 ~ 6 a x r i  ( the  
d o c t r i n e )  must be l i m i t e d  i n  i t s  meaning t o  t h a t  
t e ach ing  in S c r i p t u r e  which urges  the  wintaSLmPng 
of peace,  wi thout  any S c r i p t u r a l  o r  g r a m a t i c a l  
proof whatsoever ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  C o m i t t e e  a l l ow  
t h e s e  words t o  speak f o r  themselves ,  as r e f e r r i n g  
t o  t h e  e n t i r e  C h r i s t i a n  sf d o c t r i n e ,  

While t h e  s i g n e r s  were n o t  ready t o  eoncede 
t h a t  e r r o r i s t s  whose C h r i s t i a n i t y  cannot  be den ied  

must, on account  of t h e i r  f a l s e  t e a c h i n g s ,  be  
denied f e l l owsh ip ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  Committee he ld  
t h a t  t h i s  is  c l e a r l y  t augh t  i n  t h i s  t e x t  and 
o t h e r s ,  as  T i t u s  3:10, 

While t h e  s i g n e r s  contended f o r  the p o s i t i o n  
t h a t  exeges i s  never  d i v i d e s ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  Com- 
m i t t e e  agreed t h a t  a mere d i f f e r e n c e  i n  exeges i s  
i s  t r u l y  no t  d i v i s i v e  of church f e l l owsh ip ,  s o  
long  a s  n e i t h e r  c o n f l i c t s  wi th  any d o c t r i n e  o r  
f a c t s  r evea l ed  i n  S c r i p t u r e ,  but i f  an  exeges i s  
produces a f a l s e  d o c t r i n e ,  o r  e x p l a i n s  away o r  
n u l l i f i e s  a S c r i p t u r a l  d o c t r i n e ,  i t  is indeed 
d i v i s i v e  of f e l l owsh ip ,  They quoted D r ,  A.  L ,  
Graebner i n  t h e  Theo-logical QuarterJly_ a s  s ay ing  
t h a t  two i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of S c r i p t u r e ,  wh i l e  t h e y  
cannot both  be r i g h t ,  may no t  bo th  be wrong, Even 
though they appear  i n  t h e  symbols of t h e  church 
n o t  d o c t r i n a l l y  bu t  e x e g e t i c a l l y  wrong. 

Over a g a i n s t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  s i g n e r s ,  who 
cont inued  t o  ho ld  t h a t  exegesis never d i v i d e s ,  t h e  
p r e s i d e n t ' s  appointees cont inued t o  h o l d  t h a t  every  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o r  exeges i s  which i s  i n  c o n f l i c t  o r  
p o i n t  of d o c t r i n e  c l e a r l y  s e t  f o r t h  by t h e  Word of 
God mst b e  uncond i t i ona l l y  r e j e c t e d ,  This  per -  
s i s t e n t  propagation may n e c e s s i t a t e  s e p a r a t i o n ,  

Seeking t o  defend themselves a g a i n s t  the charge 
t h a t  by t h e i r  exeges i s  o f  Romans 1.6:17 they had 
n u l l i f i e d  and removed the  t each ing  t h a t  a l s o  per-  
s i s t e n t  e r r o r i s t s  who may be  c a l l e d  C h r i s t i a n s  are 
t o  be  avoided,  t hey  r e f e r r e d  t o  a t h e r  t ex ts  f o r  the 
suppo r t  of t h e i r  t e ach ing ,  l i s t i n g  suck passages  as  
John 8:31, Hatthew 28:20, and other such passages  
r e f e r r e d  t o  by them a s  " p o s i t i v e  texts," which how- 
eve r  con ta ined  no p r o h i b i t i o n  on church f e l l owsh ip ,  
which s a y  what Romans l6:17 t eaches .  They t h u s  
admit  t h a t  t h e i r  e x e g e s i s  of t h i s  passage  removes 
what they  former ly  appa ren t l y  h e l d  as t each ing  of 
Holy S c r i p t u r e ,  

(To b e  cont inued  i n  Vol. XX) 
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t h e  minds of people  i n  t h e  congrega t ions  were 
bewildered and peace was d i s r u p t e d .  

OUT O F  HER PAST -- EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 

THE HISTORY OF THE NORWEGIAN SYNOD, 1887 - 1900 

The E lec t ion  Controversy i n  t h e  Norwegian 
Synod came t o  a head i n  t h e  year  1887, and t h e  
Synod was d iv ided  i n  t h a t  about a t h i r d  of t h e  
p a s t o r s  and congrega t ions  l e f t  t h e  Synod, These 
were t h e  people  t h a t  c a l l e d  themselves t h e  Anti-  
Missourians and t h e  Anti-Missourian Brotherhood. 
The Convention of t h e  Synod t h a t  y e a r  was he ld  
i n  Stoughton, Wisconsin, June 3 - 9 .  The Rev, 
H e  A ,  Preus was t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Synod a t  
t h a t  t i m e  and preached t h e  opening sermon on 
t h e  t e x t  2 Cor, 12 ,  9: "And Re s a i d  unto me, 
My grace  is  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t hee ;  f o r  My s t r e n g t h  
i s  made p e r f e c t  i n  weakness. Most g l a d l y  t he re -  
f o r e  w i l l  I r a t h e r  g lo ry  i n  my infirmities, t h a t  
t h e  power of C h r i s t  may r e s t  upon me." 

Among t h e  thoughts  which P r e s ,  Preus a f t e r -  
wards expressed i n  h i s  Message t o  t h e  Synod, w e r e  
t h e  fol lowing:  

This  d o c t r i n a l  cont roversy  began when P ro f .  
P ,  A ,  Sehmi.de p u b l i c l y  brought f o r t h  t h e  accusa- 
t i o n  against.  b r e t h r e n  t h a t  they were g u i l t y  of 
Calvinism and Crypto-Calvinism, and t h i s  i n  s p i t e  
of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  who were t h e  o b j e c t s  sf h i s  
a t t a c k  he ld  very  c a r e f u l l y  t o  t h e  Formula of Con- 
cord which t eaches  t h a t  t h e r e  is  n o t  i n  u s  any 
cause  of our  E lec t ion ,  and l i k e w i s e  t h a t  b e l i e v e r s  
bo th  should and can have t h e  c e r t a i n t y  of f a i t h  a s  
r ega rds  t h e i r  e t e r n a l  s a l v a t i o n ,  This  was r e j e c t e d  
by t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  i n  t h e  cont roversy .  Soon many 
s u b t l e  ques t i ons  were in t roduced  i n t o  t h e  contro-  
ve r sy  and many s e r i o u s  and ungrounded condemnatory 
judgments were pronounced a g a i n s t  t hose  who he ld  
t o  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  Formula of Concord, and thus 

A t  t h e  p a s t o r a l  conference i n  Decorah i n  t h e  
f a l l  of 1884, t h e  Anti-Missourians he ld  s p e c i a l  
meetings and drew up "A Confession Concerning Some 
Disputed P o i n t s  of Doctr ine."  The r e s t  of t h e  
members of t h e  conference regarded i t  a s  t h e i r  
duty t o  g ive  an account ing of t h e i r  f a i t h  t o  t h e  
congregat ions of t h e  Synod. And they d id  t h i s  i n  
"An Accounting t o  t h e  Congregations of t h e  Norwe- 
g ian  Synod. l t  

Most of t hose  who had s igned "The Confession" 
he ld  a s p e c i a l  meeting i n  Red Wing, Minnesota,  i n  
t h e  fall of 1885, There they drew up a r e s o l u t i o n  
t h a t  those  who had s igned "An Accounting" should 
be  deposed and l i k e w i s e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  of 
t h e  Iowa and Minnesota D i s t r i c t s  of t h e  Synod 
should be deposed. Working f o r  and defending t h e  
new d o c t r i n e  of t h e  freedom of t h e  unregenera te  
man and h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  coopera te  i n  h i s  conversion 
became more and more determined and p e r s i s t e n t  and 
t h e  manner of exp re s s ing  t h i s  became more and more 
ob j e c t i o n a b l e ,  

A t  t h e  Convention i n  1887 s i x  t h e s e s  were made 
t h e  b a s i s  of d i s cus s ion ,  The heading was: D o  The 
Confessions of t h e  Lutheran C h u r e T e a c h  That A n y  
Man H a s  t h e  Power t o  Make a Decisicn for Grace 
Before Regenerat ion? Our Answer Ts Nu, Then - 
followed t h e  Six Theses and all of them were d i r e c t  
quo ta t i ons  from the Lutheran Confessions,  Theses 
through I V  were from A r t i c l e  71  of t h e  Thorough 
Dec la ra t i on  a s  was a l s o  Thes is  V I ,  Thes i s  V was 
from t h e  Augsburg Confession, A r t i c l e  V ,  The so- 
c a l l e d  Missourians had been accused of having 
f a l l e n  away from t h e  Lutheran Confessions and of 
being C a l v i n i s t s .  Prof .  Stub s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Anti-  
Missourians had used every  kind of express ion  i n  
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o r d e r  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  Missourians  a s  f a l l e n  away. 
They had e n t i r e l y  denied t h e  Missourians  t h e  name 
of be ing  Lutherans .  Therefore ,  t h e  Missourians  
had set  up t h e  Theses i n  e x a c t l y  t h i s  way. P r o f .  
Stub s a i d  t h a t  P ro f .  Schmidt had p rev ious ly  been 
t h e  foremost speaker  i n  beha l f  of t h e  very  t r u t h s  
of t h e  Confessions t h a t  were now under d i s c u s s i o n ,  
P a s t o r  Koren reminded t h e  assembly t h a t  many of 
t h e  p a s t o r s  of t h e  Synod were bound by o a t h  t o  
t h e  Confessions and t h i s  was e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  c a s e  
w i t h  P r o f ,  Schmidt, But t h e  Anti-lriissourians 
cont inued t o  speak i n  beha l f  of t h e i r  f a l s e  
d o c t r i n e s ,  

I n  h i s  Report  P r e s i d e n t  Preus  a l s o  spoke of 
t h e  extreme s e r i o u s n e s s  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the 
Anti-Missourians had e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  oppos i t i on  
seminary a t  Wor thf ie ld ,  Minnesota.  This  had taken 
p l a c e  i n  t h e  f a l l  of t h e  yea r  1886, P r e s .  Preus  
s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  on ly  a  b reak  w i th  t h e  good 
o rde r  t h a t  should p r e v a i l  i n  t h e  Synod, bu t  i t  was 
a l s o  a d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t  t h o s e  who d i d  t h i s  no 
l onge r  wanted t o  be  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
of t h e  Synod which they  subscr ibed  t o  when t hey  
became members of t h e  Synod, They were ben t  on 
undermining and h inde r ing  the work of t h e  Synod 
as b e s t  they could ,  The i r  purpose w a s ,  i f  possible, 
t o  des t roy  the Synod's i n s t i t u t i o n s .  A church body 
cannot  t o l e r a t e  such a c t i o n  wi thout  working toward 
i t s  o m  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  

P r o f ,  Schmidt had l e f t  $he Madison seminary 
of t h e  Synod i n  t h e  summer of 1886. S ince  t h e  
las t  g e n e r a l  Synod he  had l e c t u r e d  on ly  a  few 
months i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1884. P r o f e s s o r s  H e  G B  Stub 
and Johannes Ylv isaker  had a l l  t h i s  t i m e  been d i l i -  
gen t  i n  r e p l a c i n g  P r o f .  Schmidt and had over- 
e x e r t e d  themselves ,  

The Madison congrega t ion  had r e fu sed  t o  submit 
t o  t h e  v i s i t a t i o n  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  P r e s i d e n t  
(Eas t e rn  D i s t r i c t ) .  Among t h e  congrega t ions  t h a t  
had experienced d i v i s i o n  were mentioned t h e  Kosh- 
konong congrega t ions ,  P a s t o r  Krostu had e s t ab -  
l i s h e d  an  o p p o s i t i o n  a l t a r  a t  Koshkonong, 

I n  t h e  mids t  of a l l  t h i s ,  P r e s .  Preus  announced 
t h a t  t h e  Lutheran Church had s u f f e r e d  a  g r e a t  l o s s  
due t o  t h e  d e a t h  of D r ,  C,F.W, Walther (May 7 ,  
18871, He s a i d  t h a t ,  be s ide s  h imse l f ,  t h e  fo l lowing  
had been p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  f u n e r a l  i n  S t ,  Louis:  
P r o f ,  Laur ,  Larson and P a s t o r s  A ,  Mikkelsen and 
0 ,  Juul, The g r a t i t u d e  of t h e  Synod i n  view of a l l  
the a s s i s t a n c e  God had given t h e  Synod bo th  by t h e  
departed and a l s o  by the  Missour i  Synod was ex- 
p r e s sed  a t  t h e  f u n e r a l ,  

DELIBERATIONS CONCERNING THE SEMINARY 
AT NORTHFIELD 

A committee had been de l ega t ed  t o  t a k e  up t h i s  
ma t t e r  of t h e  seminary a t  N o r t h f i e l d ,  It came t o  
t h e  Synod convent ion with a m a j o r i t y  r e p o r t ,  s igned 
by three  members of the  committee, and a mino r i t y  
r e p o r t ,  s igned  by two members, The m a j o r i t y  r e p o r t  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  s f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  opposi-  
t i o n  seminary a t  Nor th f i e ld  cou ld  no t  be t o l e r a t e d ,  
The mino r i t y  r e p o r t  s a i d  t h a t  i t  was a good work 
and should be c sn t i nued ,  

It took some t h i r t y  pages of t h e  Synod Report  
t o  r eco rd  t h e  deba t e  t h a t  ensued, During t h e  d i s -  
cus s ion  P a s t o r  Koren made a s t a t emen t  t h a t  i s  ve ry  
s t r i k i n g ,  H e  s a i d :  I f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  on ly  would 
u s e  t h e i r  eyes  t hey  could s e e  t h a t  we t e a c h  on ly  
t h a t  which t h e  Lutheran Church and ou r  Confessions 
have t augh t ,  Th i s  ha s  a l s o  been c l e a r l y  proven,  



o r d e r  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  Missourians  a s  f a l l e n  away. 
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and more we cannot do. I f  many n e v e r t h e l e s s  
cannot s e e  t h i s ,  then  i t  only shows t h a t ,  i n  t h e  
c a s e  of most, t h i s  s t r i f e  i s  n o t  a d o c t r i n a l  
s t r i f e .  bu t  a pe r sona l  s t r i f e  and a p a r t y - s t r i f e .  
The p a r t y  s p i r i t  r e s u l t s  i n  t h i s  t h a t  t h e  one 
s i d e  does n o t  s e e  any of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  pre-  
s en t ed  by t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

The outconle: The m a j o r i t y  r e p o r t  was accepted 
wi th  230 v o t e s  f o r  i t  and 98 a g a i n s t .  There were 

14 who d id  n o t  vo t e .  

Then P ro f .  Thorbjdrn Mohn read  a s ta tement  
d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  a s  long a s  t h e  Missourian d o c t r i n e  
concerning e l e c t i o n  and conversion was taught  a t  
t h e  educa t iona l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of t h e  Synod they 
could n o t  l a y  down t h e  work a t  t h e  Lutheran s e m i -  
na rv  a t  Nor th f i e ld .  There were 57 who s igned t h i s  -- - -./ 
s ta tement .  Among t h e s e  were F. A.  Schmidt, 
J .  N. Ki ldah l ,  and T, Mohn, 

THE FORMATION OF THE UNITED NORWEGIAN 
LUTHEUN CHXJRCH I N  AMERICA 

So, t h e  Anti-Missourians l e f t  t h e  Synod i n  
1887. Where d id  t hey  go then?  Answer: They 
remained unorganized f o r  a t i m e ,  bu t  c a r r i e d  on 
n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  Norwegian-Danish Conference, 
the  Nomegian Augustana Synod, and t h e  Hauge Synod 
w i t h  a view toward merging t h e s e  f o u r  bodies  i n t o  
one. Espec i a l l y  t h e  Norwegian-Danish Conference 
and t h e  Norwegian Augustana Synod were o l d  oppo- 
n e n t s  of t h e  Norwegian Synod, and i n  t hose  days 
P ro f .  Schmidt had been one of t h e  ch i e f  spokesmen 
f o r  t h e  Synod i n  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  w i t h  t h e s e  
bodies .  One of t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  had been t h a t  
concerning t h e  Atonement and J u s t i f i c a t i o n ;  

another  concerning t h e  Absolut ion,  and then  t h e r e  
was a l s o  t h e  Sunday ques t i on .  

The Hauge Synod f i n a l l y  withdrew from t h e  
union n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  But t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  en t e r ed  
i n t o  a merger i n  June of 1890 and formed t h e  
United Norwegian Lutheran Church i n  America w i th  
P a s t o r  Gjermund Hoyme of  t he  former Conference 
a s  t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t .  P r e s .  Hoyme expressed 
the  wish t h a t  t h e s e  d o c t r i n a l  c o n f l i c t s  might be 
bur ied  twenty fathoms i n  t h e  e a r t h  from which 
they  ought n o t  t o  r i s e  aga in  l i k e  ghos ts  t o  
f r i g h t e n  t h e  common people .  (The Lutheran Church 
among Norwegian Americans, Nelson, Vol, 2 ,  p. 13) -- 

B u t  s c a r c e l y  had t h i s  merger come i n t o  being 
be fo re  a most b i t t e r  i n t e r n a l  cont roversy  broke 
o u t .  This  t ime i t  was n o t  over d o c t r i n e ,  bu t  con- 
cern ing  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of Augsburg Seminary of t h e  
Norwegian-Danish Conference t o  t h e  United Norwegian 
Lutheran Church. P ro fe s so r s  Sven Of t eda l  and 
George Sverdrup s t r o n g l y  opposed t h e  t r a n s f e r ,  
And t h e  extremely b i t t e r  cont roversy  ended i n  a 
s p l i t  w i t h i n  t h e  ranks of t h e  United Church, Those 
who withdrew formed t h e  Lutheran F ree  Church i n  
1897, though t h e  FRIENDS OF AUGSBURG had m e t  sepa- 
r a t e l y  s i n c e  1893. It t a k e s  44 pages  of t h e  two- 

t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  "Augsburg Controversy." 

FIRE DESTROYS LUTHER COLLEGE 

From t h e  Report of t h e  9 t h  Convention of t h e  
Minnesota District,  May 30 - June 5, 1889, a t  
Fergus F a l l s ,  Minnesota, w e  g lean  t h e  fo l lowing:  
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The p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  r epo r t ed :  Our 

common home, Luther  Col lege,  l ies  i n  a shes .  The 

Lord has  s e v e r e l y  chas t i zed  us .  

P ro f .  Laur.  Larson was p r e s e n t  and gave an 
account of t h e  d i s a s t e r .  The f i r e  was discovered 

i n  t h e  evening of Sunday, May 19,  i n  t h e  a t t i c  of 
t h e  b u i l d i n g .  There was l a c k  of equipment t o  
ex t ingu i sh  t h e  f i r e ,  and they  had a l s o  been unable  
t o  f i n d  ou t  e x a c t l y  where t h e  f i r e  was i n  t h e  
a t t i c .  However, they  d i d  a l l  they  could t o  g e t  
t h i n g s  ou t  of t h e  b u i l d i n g .  A couple  of t h e  s t u -  

den t s  experienced a  l i t t l e  i n j u r y  i n  s o  doing.  
But two American boys from town, b r o t h e r s  by t h e  
name of Coleman, became badly burned when they  re- 
mained i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  too  long i n  s p i t e  of be ing  
warned. One of t h e  boys d i e d  some t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  
E i r e .  

Nothing was known f o r  s u r e  about t h e  cause of 
t h e  f i r e .  The only t h i n g  they  could f i g u r e  o u t  
was t h a t  the  f i r e  must have i g n i t e d  i t s e l f  among 
some o ld  c l o t h i n g  t h a t  was s t o r e d  up i n  t h e  a t t i c .  
No one had been up t h e r e  f o r  several  days.  It 

had c o s t  $100,000 t o  b u i l d  Luther  Col lege du r ing  
the days of t h e  C i v i l  War. It w a s  es t imated  t h a t  
t h e  va lue  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  f i r e  
w a s  about $75,000. The amount of insurance  was 
SlS,OOO* 

A s e r v i c e  of l amenta t ion  was he ld  i n  eonnee- 
t i o n  w i t h  t h e  convention. P ro f .  Larson conducted 
t h e  s e r v i c e  and o t h e r s  a l s o  spoke. P ro f .  Larscn 

read  Psalm 32. A t  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  s e r v i c e  t hey  
took up a s u b s c r i p t i o n  f o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w i t h  
which t o  re -bui ld  Luther  Col lege.  The sum of 
$5,351 was subscr ibed .  A committee of seven men 
was e l e c t e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  on t h e  
committee that would be  i n  charge of re -bui ld ing .  

The meeting of t h e  committee was set f o r  June 19 ,  
1889, i n  Decorah. 

THE 'YEAR 1890 

The Seminary of t he  Synod cont inued in 
Madison u n t i l  1888. I n  t h e  f a l l  of  t h a t  year it 
was moved t o  Minneapolis.  While t h e  New seminary  
was being b u i l t  a t  Robbinsdale,  f i v e  miles nor th  
of Minneapolis,  c l a s s e s  were conducted i n  t h e  
school  house r i g h t  next ts Our Sav io r ' s  Church 
i n  Minneapolis,  Land had been donated f o r  the  
purpose  of a seminary building in Robbinsdale,  
3r.4 t?e b u i l d i n g  w a s  e r e c t e d  a t  a c o s t  of $35,000. 
11. tias d e d i c a t e d  i n  September of 1889 i n  t h e  pres -  
ence of 5,006 people ,  

Luther Col lege i n  Decerah, Iowa, was r e - b u i l t ,  
u s i n g  t h e  w a l l s  t h a t  remained of the  o ld  bu i ld ing .  
It  was dedica ted  on October 1 4 ,  1890, 

A t  t h e  S p o d  Convention i n  Minneapolis,  
June 4 - 11, 1890, P r e s .  Preus advocated r e - jo in ing  
the  Synodical  Conference and e l e c t i n g  d e l e g a t e s  t o  
t h e  Convention of the  Synodical Conference. However, 
P a s t o r  Koren s a i d  he  saw no p r a c t i c a l  advantages i n  
t h i s .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  o l d  opponents of the  Synod 
would f i n d  f a u l t  w i t h  i t  and say t h a t  w e  could j o i n  
w i t h  s t r a n g e r s  bu t  no t  w i th  our  o;&m countrymen. 
h d  h e  a lso s ta ted  t h a t  everyone knew where the 
Synod s tood  d o c t r i n a l l y  a f t e r  having gone through 
t h e  r e c e n t  cont roversy .  H e  advacated r a t h e r  
e l e c t i n g  men t o  a t t e n d  t h e  convent ion s f  t h e  
:4issouri  Synod, A& t h e  1890 convention Pas to r  
nclmrerr uerxverea an essay on ' 
Christianitv Whirh A r r n m n a n i o c  +-k- " ~ i r i t  of t h e  
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THE 'YEAR 1890 
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A t  t h e  con\-zntion of t h e  Eas te rn  D i s t r i c t  i n  
Lee County, I l l i n o i s ,  i n  1891, P ro f .  Ylvisaker  
presen ted  an  essay  on "True and F a l s e  Lutheranism." 
And i n  t h e  meeting of t h e  same d i s t r i c t  i n  1892 a t  
Menominie, Wisconsin, t h i s  same e s say  was cont inued,  

GROWTH OF THE SYNOD DURING THE 90 's  

During t h e  80 ' s  and e a r l y  90 ' s  many Norwegians 
migrated i n t o  Northern Minnesota,  Montana, and 
t k e  P a c i f i c  Northwest, This  migra t ion  stopped f o r  
a  t ime dur ing  t h e  Panic  of 1893, 

About t h i s  t ime the ma t t e r  of Home Missions 
rece ived  tog p r i o r i t y ,  The Synod acknowledged 
t h a t  Home Missions l i e  n e a r e s t  a t  hand and should 
be v igorous ly  suppor ted ,   elso son, Vole 2 ,  p .  86) 
I n  1893 t h e  P a c i f i c  D i s t r i c t  was organized ,  Up t o  
t h i s  t ime t h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  c o n t r y  had been a 
p a r t  s f  the  Minnesota D i s t r i c t ,  

The Church Extension Fund was s t a r t e d  i n  3892, 
The Alaska Mission w a s  begun i n  1894 when P a s t o r  
T ,  L ,  Brevig was c o m i s s i o n e d  by t h e  Synod t o  
serve as miss ionary  a t  T e l l e r ,  Alaska, where he  
was t o  s e r v e  a s  school  teacher f o r  t h e  United Stakes 
government. A Mormon Mission was begun i n  S a l t  Lake 
C i t y  i r e  1892,  t h e  purpose being t o  r ec l a im  Norwe- 
gians who had been won over t o  Mormonism, 

Besides the  many p a s t o r s  who were s t a t i o n e d  
i n  t h e  Midwestern s t a t e s  i n  1890, t h e  count  of 
p a s t o r s  i n  c e r t a i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  was a s  fo l lows:  
Massachuset ts  - 1; New York - 4;  N e w  J e r s e y  - 2 ;  
C a l i f o r n i a  - 4; Texas - 2;  Colorado - 1; Montana - 2; 
Idaho - 1; Washington - 7 ;  Oregon - 1; and t h e r e  was 
one p a s t o r  i n  Montreal,  Canada. 

- 32 - 

P r i o r  t o  1890 n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  congrega t iona l  
work was conducted i n  Norwegian. A s  l a t e  a s  1905 
only  5 pe rcen t  of t h e  sermons were preached i n  
Engl ish.  But i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h ighe r  l ea rn -  
i ng ,  most i n s t r u c t i o n  was i n  Engl i sh  i n  1890, ex- 
cep t  i n  t h e  seminary. 

An a l l -Eng l i sh  miss ion  was s t a r t e d  i n  Chicago 
under t h e  ausp i ce s  of t h e  Synod and Pas to r  Kvaase's 
church i n  1891, a  Rev, A.  Sloan Bartholomew having 
been c a l l e d  t o  t h i s  work, He was n o t  a  member of 
t I :?  Synod, However, h i s  m i n i s t r y  was sho r t - l i ved ,  
f o r  he d i ed  on December 26, 1891, and h i s  b r o t h e r  
H , J , C ,  Bartholomew cont inued t h e  work u n t i l  1901, 

P a c i f i c  Lutheran U n i ~ e r s i t y  was dedica ted  i n  
Parkland,  Wash ing t~n ,  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1894. 

The Synod founded Mart in  Luther  Ch i ld ren ' s  
Home i n  Madison i n  1889, This  was l a t e r  moved t o  
Stoughton. Parkland Lutheran Ch i ld ren ' s  Home was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Park land ,  Washington, i n  1900- 
Skaalen Home f o r  t h e  Aged was a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  1908 i n  Stoughton, Wisconsin, 

CONTINUED HISTORY OF THE SEMINARY 

The seminary t h a t  t h e  Syaod had b u i l t  and 
dedica ted  i n  Robbinsdale,  Minnesota, i n  1889 
burned t o  t h e  ground on January 11, 1895, However, 
t h e  work of t h e  seminary was cont inued i n  a  vacant  
h o t e l  b u i l d i n g  i n  Robbinsdale.  P r o f ,  J ,  B ,  F r i c h  
w a s  then  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  seminary, The r e p o r t  
which he  gave t o  t h e  Synod a t  i t s  convent ion i n  
I896 concerning t h e  cond i t i ons  i n  t h i s  temporary 
home of t h e  seminary i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  This  i s  a  
s u m a r y  of what he s a i d :  
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Our premises p l ace  many h indrances  i n  t h e  
way of good work, The classrooms a r e  t oo  
smal l  and t h e  a i r  g e t s  s t a l e .  One of t h e  
classrooms has  t o  be  used a l s o  a s  a  d in ing  
room, The s t u d e n t s '  rooms a r e  small  and 
uncomfortable and a r e  s o  crowded t h a t  
d i s tu rbance  i s  bound t o  r e s u l t ,  The roof 
of t h e  h o t e l  i s  s o  poor t h a t  water  d r i p s  
i n t o  c e r t a i n  rooms and sometimes i t  almost 
r a i n s  i n  t h e  rooms, Furthermore, t h e  
b u i l d i n g  i s  a f i r e - t r a p ,  The Synod cannot 
j u s t i f y  l eav ing  u s  h e r e  any longer .  If we 
s t a y  on he re ,  I f e a r  how i t  w i l l  go nex t  
yea r .  And now P r o f ,  S tub  i.s a l s o  l eav ing  u s ,  

I% t h e  Synod dec ides  t h a t  a  new b u i l d i n g  
cannot be e r e c t e d  u n t i l  t h e  debt  i s  pa id  
and enough money i s  subscr ibed  and even 
c o l l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  new bu i ld ing ,  t hen  i t  is  
an  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Synod counts  t h e  
seminary less va luab le  t o  i t  than  i t  r e a l l y  
i s ,  I n  t h a t  ca se  w e  ought r a t h e r  t o  c l o s e  
i t  f o r  awhi le ,  W e  s h a l l  s e e  what t h e  
committee w i l l  do when i t  meets next  week. 
I f  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  should come from P a c i f i c  
Lutheran Un ive r s i t y ,  we could move ou t  
t h e r e  u n t i l  w e  a r e  a b l e  t o  b u i l d  h e r e ,  

I n  1 8 9 4  i t  was decided t h a t  t h e  new s m i n a r y  
should be b u i l t  a t  a p l a c e  between Minneapolis 
and S t ,  Pau l ,  c a l l e d  Hamline, The co rne r s tone  was 
l a i d  June 23, 1899, and t h e  b u i l d i n g  was ded ica t ed  
on October 14  and 15 ,  1899, There were t h r e e  pro- 
f e s s o r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e :  F r i e h ,  Ylv isaker ,  and Brandt ,  
But Stub was c a l l e d  back t o  t h e  seminary and en- 
t e r e d  upon t h e  work once more r i g h t  a f t e r  New Year, 
1900, I n  t h e  f a l l  of 1900 t h e r e  were 57 s t u d e n t s  
a t  t h e  seminary -- 32 were i n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  
department and 25 i n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l .  

The 23rd Convention of t h e  Synod was he ld  
June 16 - 23, 1893, a t  Our S a v i o r ' s  Church, 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s .  This  was t h e  occas ion  of t h e  
40th ann ive r sa ry  of t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  Synod. 
I n  h i s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  address  and r e p o r t ,  Rev, Preus 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had been i n  t h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  31 y e a r s ,  
and he  thought t h a t  he ought no t  t o  be  r e - e l ec t ed  
on account of h i s  age and f a i l i n g  h e a l t h .  On t h e  
16 th  of June, t h e  very  day t h e  convent ion opened, 
he  had reached h i s  68th b i r t h d a y ,  

Rev. Preus  began h i s  add re s s  w i th  some gen- 
e r a l  thoughts  concerning t h e  church body. H e  
quoted Proverbs 14 ,  25: " E t  t r o f a s t  v idne  redder  
s j a e l e , "  t h a t  is,  "A t r u e  wi tness  d e l i v e r e t h  s o u l s . "  
To s&ve our  s o u l s  God s e n t  H i s  Son i n t o  t h e  world,  
t o  f r e e  u s  from s i n ,  dea th ,  and condemnation, J e sus  
o f f e r e d  H i m s e l f  lrpon t h e  accursed t r e e  a s  an atone-  
ment f o r  t h e  s i n s  of t h e  world,  By t h e  message of 
t h i s  Gospel t h e  Holy S p i r i t  works t h e  s av ing  f a i t h  
i n  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  person who i s  a convic ted  s i n -  
n e r  and u t t e r l y  d e s p a i r s  of h imse l f .  C h r i s t  c a l l s  
a l l  b e l i e v i n g  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  be H i s  instruaments i n  
b r ing ing  t h e  sav ing  message t o  o t h e r s  f o r  t h e  s a l -  
v a t i o n  of t h e i r  s o u l s ,  When our  or thodox congre- 
ga t ions  i n  t h i s  country un i t ed  themselves i n  t h e  
Synod 40 y e a r s  ago, t h e  chief  purpose of t h i s  was 
t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of s o u l s  and f o r  t h e  g lo ry  of Gad, 
Our Synod wanted t o  be  a  w i tnes s  f o r  C h r i s t .  It 
wanted t h e  trumpet t o  g ive  a clear sound, By i t s  
wi tnes s  i t  d e s i r e d  t o  work t o  t h e  end t h a t  every 
i n d i v i d u a l  congrega t ion  i n  i t s  midst  would f a i t h -  
f u l l y  bear  w i tnes s  l i kewi se ,  i nc lud ing  each and 
every i n d i v i d u a l  C h r i s t i a n ,  l a y  o r  l e a rned .  A t  
i t s  o rgan iza t ion  t h e  Synod showed t h a t  i t  wanted 
t o  make t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  t h e  on ly  sou rce  and norm of 
i ts  d o c t r i n e ,  It followed t h i s  Lutheran p r i n c i p l e  
f a i t h f u l l y .  It purged i t s e l f  of t h e  Grundtvigian 
e r r o r  which was i n  t h e  f i r s t  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and 
made t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  t h e  on ly  source  of d o c t r i n e .  
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I% t h e  Synod dec ides  t h a t  a  new b u i l d i n g  
cannot be e r e c t e d  u n t i l  t h e  debt  i s  pa id  
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c o l l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  new bu i ld ing ,  t hen  i t  is  
an  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Synod counts  t h e  
seminary less va luab le  t o  i t  than  i t  r e a l l y  
i s ,  I n  t h a t  ca se  w e  ought r a t h e r  t o  c l o s e  
i t  f o r  awhi le ,  W e  s h a l l  s e e  what t h e  
committee w i l l  do when i t  meets next  week. 
I f  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  should come from P a c i f i c  
Lutheran Un ive r s i t y ,  we could move ou t  
t h e r e  u n t i l  w e  a r e  a b l e  t o  b u i l d  h e r e ,  

I n  1 8 9 4  i t  was decided t h a t  t h e  new s m i n a r y  
should be b u i l t  a t  a p l a c e  between Minneapolis 
and S t ,  Pau l ,  c a l l e d  Hamline, The co rne r s tone  was 
l a i d  June 23, 1899, and t h e  b u i l d i n g  was ded ica t ed  
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f e s s o r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e :  F r i e h ,  Ylv isaker ,  and Brandt ,  
But Stub was c a l l e d  back t o  t h e  seminary and en- 
t e r e d  upon t h e  work once more r i g h t  a f t e r  New Year, 
1900, I n  t h e  f a l l  of 1900 t h e r e  were 57 s t u d e n t s  
a t  t h e  seminary -- 32 were i n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  
department and 25 i n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l .  

The 23rd Convention of t h e  Synod was he ld  
June 16 - 23, 1893, a t  Our S a v i o r ' s  Church, 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s .  This  was t h e  occas ion  of t h e  
40th ann ive r sa ry  of t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  Synod. 
I n  h i s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  address  and r e p o r t ,  Rev, Preus 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had been i n  t h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  31 y e a r s ,  
and he  thought t h a t  he ought no t  t o  be  r e - e l ec t ed  
on account of h i s  age and f a i l i n g  h e a l t h .  On t h e  
16 th  of June, t h e  very  day t h e  convent ion opened, 
he  had reached h i s  68th b i r t h d a y ,  

Rev. Preus  began h i s  add re s s  w i th  some gen- 
e r a l  thoughts  concerning t h e  church body. H e  
quoted Proverbs 14 ,  25: " E t  t r o f a s t  v idne  redder  
s j a e l e , "  t h a t  is,  "A t r u e  wi tness  d e l i v e r e t h  s o u l s . "  
To s&ve our  s o u l s  God s e n t  H i s  Son i n t o  t h e  world,  
t o  f r e e  u s  from s i n ,  dea th ,  and condemnation, J e sus  
o f f e r e d  H i m s e l f  lrpon t h e  accursed t r e e  a s  an atone-  
ment f o r  t h e  s i n s  of t h e  world,  By t h e  message of 
t h i s  Gospel t h e  Holy S p i r i t  works t h e  s av ing  f a i t h  
i n  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  person who i s  a convic ted  s i n -  
n e r  and u t t e r l y  d e s p a i r s  of h imse l f .  C h r i s t  c a l l s  
a l l  b e l i e v i n g  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  be H i s  instruaments i n  
b r ing ing  t h e  sav ing  message t o  o t h e r s  f o r  t h e  s a l -  
v a t i o n  of t h e i r  s o u l s ,  When our  or thodox congre- 
ga t ions  i n  t h i s  country un i t ed  themselves i n  t h e  
Synod 40 y e a r s  ago, t h e  chief  purpose of t h i s  was 
t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of s o u l s  and f o r  t h e  g lo ry  of Gad, 
Our Synod wanted t o  be  a  w i tnes s  f o r  C h r i s t .  It 
wanted t h e  trumpet t o  g ive  a clear sound, By i t s  
wi tnes s  i t  d e s i r e d  t o  work t o  t h e  end t h a t  every 
i n d i v i d u a l  congrega t ion  i n  i t s  midst  would f a i t h -  
f u l l y  bear  w i tnes s  l i kewi se ,  i nc lud ing  each and 
every i n d i v i d u a l  C h r i s t i a n ,  l a y  o r  l e a rned .  A t  
i t s  o rgan iza t ion  t h e  Synod showed t h a t  i t  wanted 
t o  make t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  t h e  on ly  sou rce  and norm of 
i ts  d o c t r i n e ,  It followed t h i s  Lutheran p r i n c i p l e  
f a i t h f u l l y .  It purged i t s e l f  of t h e  Grundtvigian 
e r r o r  which was i n  t h e  f i r s t  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and 
made t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  t h e  on ly  source  of d o c t r i n e .  



Because of t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  t h e  Synod came 
i n t o  cont roversy  w i th  church bodies  t h a t  were n o t  
t r u l y  Lutheran. Formally t h e s e  church bodies  
confessed t h i s  p r i n c i p l e ,  bu t  d id  n o t  make e a r n e s t  
of i t .  Our Synod was gran ted  g r ace  t o  remain 
f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  a l l  a long  t h e  l i n e ,  n o t  
on ly  i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of lay-preaching,  t h e  s l a v e r y  
ques t i on  and t h e  Sunday q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  Gospel, t h e  a b s o l u t i o n  and 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  And h e r e  we a r e  eve r  t hank fu l  t o  
t h e  wonderful h e l p  t h e  Lord gave u s  through t h e  
Missour i  Synod which was o l d e r  and r i c h e r  i n  
exper ience  . 

The Synod ho lds  f a s t  t o  t h i s  formal p r i n c i p l e ,  
namely S c r i p t u r e  a lone .  And i t  i s  adherence t o  
t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  c h i e f l y  b r i n g s  about  t h e  chasm 
t h a t  e x i s t s  between our  Synod and t h e  United Norwe- 
g i a n  Lutheran Church, i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  
( t h e  l a t t e r )  a l s o  makes formal  con fe s s ion  of adher- 
ence t o  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e *  This  has  been ev iden t  i n  
t h e  r e c e n t  con t roversy  concerning E l e c t i o n  and 
Conversion, The motto s f  t h e  Anti-Missourians 
was: Man's a t t i t u d e  must i n  one way o r  ano the r  be 
t h e  cause  of man" convers ion  and s a l v a t i o n ,  f o r  
man's convers ion  and s a l v a t i o n  a r e  n o t  dependent 
upon God a lone ,  bu t  a l s o  upon man. During t h i s  
con t rove r sy  i t  became ev iden t  t h a t  our  opponents 
by r a t i o n a l i s m  depar ted  from t h e  S c r i p t u r e  p r i n c i -  
p l e  and f e l l  i n t o  such e r r o r  a s  d e s t r o y s  t h e  ve ry  
k e r n e l  of C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  Where s y n e r g i s t i c  l eaven  
e n t e r s  i n ,  t h e r e  i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  been 
a d e n i a l  of t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  a l o n e  
a r e  t h e  sou rce  and norm of d o c t r i n e .  Our Synod 
n u s t  never  e n t e r  i n t o  union w i t h  a  church body 
t h a t  is n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  c l e a n s e  i t s e l f  of such 
e r r o r  even i f  one would t r y  t o  bury  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  a grave of a  dep th  of many i l l s .  

- 36 - 

F i n a l l y ,  we c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  words of 
P re s .  Preus  a t  t h e  c l o s e  of h i s  add re s s .  The sum 
and subs tance  of i t  i s  t h e  fol lowing:  

A s  I now count  my work i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of 
t h e  Synod c lo sed ,  I must exp re s s  my h e a r t y  
thanks  t o  t h e  Synod, i t s  congrega t ions ,  and 
my b r e t h r e n  i n  o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  conf idence  
and l ove  w i th  which I have been met and t h e  
forbearance  shown t o  me i n  r i c h  measure, 
I count on your fo rg ivenes s  f o r  many an 
e r r o r  and many an  omission a r  n e g l e c t  on 
my p a r t .  My comfort  i n  a l l  t h i s ,  a s  w e l l  
as i n  a l l  e l s e ,  i s  t h e  c l e a n s i n g  power of 
the  blood of t h e  Son of God. Over toward 
t h e  Lord of t h e  church who c a l l e d  me t o  
t h i s  o f f i c e  and upheld m e  i n  i t  u n t i l  t h i s  
day I must con fe s s  w i t h  t h e  p a t r i a r c h  Jacob:  
"I am n o t  worthy of t h e  l e a s t  of a l l  t h e  
merc ies  and of a l l  t h e  t r u t h  which Thou 
h a s t  showed un to  Thy se rvan t . ' '  Gen 37, 10.  
And I con fe s s  w i th  David: "Who a m  I, O Lord 
God, and what i s  my house,  tha t  Thou h a s t  
brought  m e  h i t h e r t o ? "  2 Sam. 7 ,  18 .  (1893 
Report ,  page 34) 

The Synod d i d ,  however, r e - - e l ec t  Pas tor  Prei-ts 
t o  the  o f f i c e  of p r e s i d e n t ,  and be he ld  t h i s  o f f i c e  
u n t i l  h i s  dea th  on Ju ly  2 ,  1894 ,  a t  the  age  of 69 .  
No one has ever  held t he  o f f i c e  of president i n  
t h e  Synod as long as he; namely, 32 years. His 
son, Rev. C h r i s t i a n  Keyser Preus ,  w a s  the v i ce -  
p r e s i d e n t .  But when h e  announced h i s  non-acceptance 
of t h i s  o f f i c e ,  Rev. U. V.  Koren was e l e c t e d  t o  the  
o f f i c e  of p r e s i d e n t .  
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THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

OF THE FOUNDING OF THE FORMER NORWEGIAN SYNOD 

A t  t h e  Convention a t  Luther  Col lege 
Becorah, Iowa, June 18  - 24 ,  1903 

The Report  concerning t h i s  J u b i l e e  Convention of 
t h e  former Norwegian Synod c e r t a i n l y  shows how 
impor tan t  t h i s  occas ion  was esteemed t o  b e  i n  t h e  
minds and h e a r t s  of t hose  who took p a r t  i n  i t ,  
It is  apparen t  t h a t  a r e a l  f e s t i v e  atmosphere 
r e s t e d  over  t h e  Convention, 

New Auditorium Built 

Great  p r e p a r a t i o n s  had been made f o r  t h e  
Convention a t  Luther  Col lege ,  Becorah, The com- 
m i t t e e  on arrangements  had found t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
no g a t h e r i n g  p l a c e  a t  t h e  Col lege t h a t  would be 
a b l e  t o  aceornoda te  t h e  a t t endance  t h a t  w a s  ex- 
pec t ed ,  Consequently,  t h i s  cornittee had addressed  
i t s e l f  t o  the Church Council s f  t h e  Synod and t o  
the  Co l l ege ' s  Board s f  Truseees and had l a i d  b e f o r e  
t-hem the  p l a n  of en la rg ing  the  c o l l e g e ' s  g::masium, 
The western one- th i rd  of t h e  gym~:asium remained 
s tanding ,  and t o  t h a t  w a s  added two-thirds  mare 
space, so that t h e  Convention ga thered  i n  what i s  
ca l l ed  t h e  new audi to r ium a t  Luther  Col lege ,  The 
a d d i t i o n  had c o s t  $5,860, and t o  pay t h i s  %he 
co4_legeBs f a c u l t y  and s t u d e n t s ,  a long  w i t h  w i l l i n g  
c i t i z e n s  of t h e  c i t y  of Becorah, had pa id  $2,400,  
The Church Council  had decided t o  recornend t o  t h e  
Synod t h a t  t h e  o f f e r i n g  taken  up a t  t h e  s e r v i c e s  
on Sunday, a s  w e l l  a s  funds s e n t  i n  from a d j a c e n t  
congrega t ions ,  should be  used f o r  f u r t h e r  p a p e n t  
on t h e  bu i l d ing .  It was main ta ined  t h a t  t h i s  
b u i l d i n g  now would b e  a permanent a s s e t  t o  t h e  

Col lege,  p rov id ing  space f o r  l a r g e r  g a t h e r i n g s ,  
l i k e  t hose  a t  Cornencement Exe rc i s e s ,  and o the r -  
w i s e .  

THE SEAL OF THE SYNOD 

The f r o n t  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h i s  new audi -  
to r ium had been decora ted  by a l a r g e  f i g u r e  of 
t h e  S e a l  of t h e  Norwegian Synod, bea r ing  t h e  i n -  
s c r i p t i o n  i, "It i s  w r i t t e n . "  
And l i kewi se ,  t h e  g a t e w a y i n t o  t h e  Col lege  grounds 
had t h i s  same s e a l  over  i t .  

The f i r s t  d o c t r i n a l  paper  a t  t h i s  Convention 
was e n t i t l e d ,   he Bib l e  Is God's Word," pre-  
sented by P r o f .  N, 6. Stub. I n  h i s  i n t r o d u c t o r y  
remarks P r o f ,  Stub s a i d :  

The two ch i e f  t r u t h s  abou% which our  church 
body has been ga thered  t h e s e  f i f t y  y e a r s  a re  
the  d o c t r i n e  sf t h e  Holy S c r i p t u r e  and the 
d o c t r i n e  s f  t h e  J u s t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  Sinner 
before  Gad, The f i rs t  has been c a l l e d  the 
Formal P r i n c i p l e  and the a t h e r  t h e  Material 
P r i n c i p l e .  The Formal Principle i s  t h e  dor-  
rrine of t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  Bib le  o r  t h a t  
the S c r i p t u r e s  are the  Word e f  God and t h e  
on ly  r u l e  and gu ide  f a r  cur faith, d o c t r i n e  
and life, And t o  give v i s i b l e  expression 
t o  t h e  s t and  o f  o u r  church b ~ d y ,  the Sea l  
of ou r  Synod w i t h  t h e  Greek V c r d  "gegrnp ta i "  
has  received a prominent p l a c e  i n  t h i s  fes- 
t i ve  h a l l ,  The f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  meets t h e  
eye when one e n t e r s  t h i s  campus by t h e  ga te -  
way i s  aga in  t h e  Synod's Seal ,  "gegrap ta i . "  
%is says t o  everyone who unders tands  what 
i t  means: Take o f f  your  shoes, because you 
a r e  on ho ly  ground, The people  who a r e  
ga thered  h e r e  f o r  t h i s  f e s t i v a l  want t o  be 



THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

OF THE FOUNDING OF THE FORMER NORWEGIAN SYNOD 

A t  t h e  Convention a t  Luther  Col lege 
Becorah, Iowa, June 18  - 24 ,  1903 
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THE SEAL OF THE SYNOD 
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known a s  t h e  Kingdom of t h e  Word. God's Word 

a lone  s h a l l  guide and r u l e ,  and t h a t  e s p e c i a l l y  
a t  t h i s  F e s t i v a l ,  

REASON FOR GMTXTUDE 

The Synod was persuaded t h a t  i t  had ample 
reason  f o r  thanksgiv ing  t o  t h e  Lord f o r  H i s  b l e s s -  
i n g s  bestowed upon i t  down through t h e  h a l f  cen- 
t u r y .  I n  h i s  opening sermon D r .  Laur. Larsen 
mentioned as f i r s t  among t h e  b l e s s i n g s  t h a t  t h e  
Synod had remained f a i t h f u l  i n  every r e s p e c t  t o  
the Word of t h e  Lord. It had come s a f e l y  through 
t h e  s e v e r a l  con t rove r s i e s .  The Synod had re- 
mained as the  p i l l a r  of t r ~ ~ t h  among our peop l e ,  
s o  t h a t  all who loved t h e  t r u t h  and wanted t o  
ab ide  by it  had a gathering place. This  i s  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  b l e s s i n g  of a l l .  There are  those  who 
sea rch  f o r  t h e  t r u t h  and do n o t  know where t o  
f i n d  i t .  We have i t  before our  very  eyes.  This 
we  have not  deserved.  It i s  God's mercy toward 
us.  The outward man i f e s t a t i ons  of b l e s s i n g  a r e  
on ly  t h e  ins t ruments  of the  g r e a t e r  b l e s s i n g s .  
During t h e  Civ i l  War God gave us grace  t o  l a y  t h e  
foundation f o r  t h e  first  school of higher  learn-  
i n g  among Norwegian Lutherans  i n  t h i s  land - 
cur Lutheran College. Other schools have a lso 
now been established among us.  Many workers 
have come f o r t h  f r o m  our  schools. Also f rom 
Norway w e  have obtained workers. There are 6 1  
men whose theological  t r a i n i n g  was rece ived  a t  
Nomay's Un ive r s i t y  who have worked among u s ,  and 
1 6  of them are s t i l l  with us .  Our Synod t h a t  had 
s i x  p reache r s  a t  i t s  beginning now has 280 e i t h e r  
p r eache r s  o r  t e ache r s  a t  our  h igher  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
and t h a t  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  l o s t  55 a t  
t h e  t ime of t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n  our  church body. 
There are now 900 congrega t ions  and 140,000 s o u l s  
i n  our  membership. 

PSEmERS PRESENT WHO LATER WERE MEE%BERS OF THE ELS 

There were 208 p a s t o r s  p re sen t  a t  t h i s  Conven- 
t i o n  who were e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e ,  and among them we 
see  t h e  names of s e v e r a l  who l a t e r  had a longer  
o r  s h o r t e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  our  re-organized 
Norwegian Synod. Permit us  t o  mention them: 
C h r i s t i a n  Anderson, M.  K ,  Bleken, G ,  A ,  Gull ixson,  
K .  L .  Guttebd, B.  Bars tad ,  J .  Hendricks,  L .  P. 
Jensen ,  0 .  T, Lee, G ,  P .  Nesseth,  C ,  N, Pe te r son ,  
J ,  J .  S t rand ,  M e  Teigen, J ,  E, Thoen, J ,  A ,  Thorsen, 
A .  J, Torgerson, J ,  B e  Unseth, M ,  @, WalEer, 
P .  A ,  Widvey, Pa, P r .  Wiese, Rev, H e  M, Tje rnage l  
was present and was accepted i n t o  membership i n  
-the P a c i f i c  D i s t r i c t  a t  t h i s  t ime,  3, A ,  Moldstad 
was present  and spoke i n  behalf  of t h e  Lutheran 
Col lege of C l i f t o n ,  Texas. He was no t  a p a s t o r  
as y e t .  P r o f ,  N, 3 ,  Hong spoke i n  beha l f  of 
P a c i f i c  Lutheran Academy, and P ro f .  E ,  J ,  Onstad 
i n  beha l f  of Wit tenberg Acadesny, L ,  S, Guttebb 
w a s  p r e sen t  a s  a t h e o l o g i c a l  s t u d e n t ,  Also, 
Teacher E ,  P ,  Kals tad was p re sen t  a s  a s t and ing  
member of t h e  Synod. 

Four of t h e  above mentioned pas to r s  became 
t h e  f i r s t  f ou r  p re s idenes  consecut ive ly  of the 
re-organized Synod, They a r e :  Rev. B e  Hars tad ,  
1918-22; Rev, G .  A ,  Gu$$ixssn, 1922-26; Rev, 
C h r i s t i a n  Anderson, 1926-30; and Rev, H e  M ,  
T j  ernage%, 1936-34, 

A Gavel f o r  t h e  Convention 

A t  t he  beginning s f  t h e  Convenrian, on 
June 19 ,  t h e  Synod p r e s i d e n t  showed a club of 
t h e  kind t h a t  t h e  chairman of an assembly uses  
Fahen he  c a l l s  t h e  meeting t o  o r d e r  o r  asks f o r  
s i l e n c e ,  This  gave l  was made of a p i e c e  sf wood 
from a renomed v i k i n g  s h i p  r e s u r r e c t e d  from i t s  
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grave of over  1000 yea r s .  The s h i p  had been 

found on t h e  Gogstad farm i n  southern  N0rwci.y. 
The foreman f o r  t h e  work of unear th ing  t h e  s h i p ,  
Hans Andersen, had rece ived  some p i eces  of t hxs  
wood and had given them t o  h i s  son, A lbe r t  Hansen, 
who, i n  1903, l i v e d  i n  New York. The son had had 

t h e  wood made i n t o  a gave l  and presen ted  i t  a s  a 
j u b i l e e  g i f t  t o  t h e  Synod. A Young Peoples '  
Soc ie ty  c a l l e d   o or den," i n  P a s t o r  Kvamme's 
congregat ion i n  New York, had caused an a t t r a c -  
t i v e  ca se  t o  be made f o r  i t  and had s e n t  a l s o  
t h i s  a s  a g i f t  t o  t h e  Synod. The Synod accepted 
both  g i f t s  w i th  thanks and made i t  t h e  chairman's  
duty t o  b r i n g  i t s  thanks t o  t h e  donors.  

MUSIC AT 'THE CONVENTION 

Both a t  t h e  s e r v i c e s  and o therwise  a t  s e v e r a l  
s ac red  conce r t s ,  there was g l o r i o u s  music and 
c h o i r  s i ng ing .  On t h e  whole, t h e  p a r t  t h a t  music 
and song played a t  t h e  Synod meeting can s c a r c e l y  
be  emphasized too  much. The College Choir and 
Brass  Band, as w e l l  as s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c h o i r s  and 
s o l o i s t s ,  rendered sac red  music. If any one 
man should b e  mentioned who e s p e c i a l l y ,  bo th  be- 
f o r e  and dur ing  t h e  convent ion,  worked f o r  i t  
t h a t  t h e s e  mus ica l  t reats  could be o f f e r e d ,  i t  

w a s  P a s t o r  J .  W. Preus of Minneapolis wi thout  whose 
hard  work t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  en te r ta inment  du r ing  
t h e  f r e e  t i m e  of t h e  convention would n o t  have 
been what i t  was, 

Opening Sermon on Jer. 48, 10 

The preacher  a t  t h e  opening s e r v i c e  was P ro f .  
Laur.  Larsen,  a man 70 y e a r s  of age  who, from 
1861 t o  1902, was p r e s i d e n t  of Luther  College. 
He  was p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Lutheran Synodical  Con- 
f e r ence  from 1 8 8 1 t i 1 1 1 8 8 3  and s o l e  e d i t o r  of 

"Kirketidende," 1902-12. He d i ed  March 1, 1915. 

D r .  Larsen chose a s  h i s  t ex t  t h e  words of 
J e r .  48, 10: "Cursed be he t h a t  doeth t h e  work 
of t h e  Lord d i l i g e n t l y  ( K . J . V .  marginal  read ing;  
Norwegian "med ladhed,"  "with l az ines s " )  and 
cursed be he t h a t  keepeth back h i s  sword from 
blood,  " 

D r ,  Larsen began by saylng:  

It may seem s t range  $a open a f e s t iva l  wi th  a 
Bib le  t e x t  t h a t  begins  with t h e  word V'cursed, '" 
But it is no more s t r ange  than  t h a t  God a t  
Sinai began his speech  t o  I s r ae l  t h a t  H e  had 
j u s t  rescued from Egypt with s t r i c t  p roh lb i -  
t l o n s  and added th rea t s :  ""Thou. s h a l t  have no 
o the r  gads b e f o r e  Me; thou s h a l t  ~ o t  make 
u n t o  thee any graven image; f o r  I t h e  Lord 
thy  God a m  a j e a l o u s  Cod, v i s i t i n g  t h e  i n -  
i q u i t y  of t h e  f a t h e r s  upon t h e  c h i l d r e n  u n t o  
the  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  genera t ion  of them t h a t  
h a t e  M e ,  Thou s h a l t  no t  take t h e  name o f  
t h e  Lord t h y  God i n  vain,  f o r  t h e  Lord will 
n o t  ho ld  him g u i l t l e s s  t h a %  taketh H i s  name 
i n  vain." The case is this t h a t  every 
threat  has  i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  namely a p romise ,  
rglrether expressed o r  n o t .  The mercy i s  much 
greater t h a n  the punishment, f o r  it reaches 
ou t  t o  thousands of them t h a t  l ove  H i m  and 
keep H i s  commandments. The mercy never e n d s ,  
t h e  punish men^ is only cs t h e  t h i r d  and 
f o u r t h  gene ra t i on ,  

Apld SO i t  i s  with our  t e x t  today-, When i t  
says, "Cursed be h e  t h a t  doeth the work of 
t h e  Lord negl igent ly ,"  i t  thereby a l s o  s ays :  
Blessed be  he that d s e t h  t h e  ~ o r d ' s  work 
d i l i g e n t l y ,  with f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  w i t h  z e a l  
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MUSIC AT 'THE CONVENTION 
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t h a t  t h e s e  mus ica l  t reats  could be o f f e r e d ,  i t  

w a s  P a s t o r  J .  W. Preus of Minneapolis wi thout  whose 
hard  work t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  en te r ta inment  du r ing  
t h e  f r e e  t i m e  of t h e  convention would n o t  have 
been what i t  was, 

Opening Sermon on Jer. 48, 10 

The preacher  a t  t h e  opening s e r v i c e  was P ro f .  
Laur.  Larsen,  a man 70 y e a r s  of age  who, from 
1861 t o  1902, was p r e s i d e n t  of Luther  College. 
He  was p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Lutheran Synodical  Con- 
f e r ence  from 1 8 8 1 t i 1 1 1 8 8 3  and s o l e  e d i t o r  of 

"Kirketidende," 1902-12. He d i ed  March 1, 1915. 

D r .  Larsen chose a s  h i s  t ex t  t h e  words of 
J e r .  48, 10: "Cursed be he t h a t  doeth t h e  work 
of t h e  Lord d i l i g e n t l y  ( K . J . V .  marginal  read ing;  
Norwegian "med ladhed,"  "with l az ines s " )  and 
cursed be he t h a t  keepeth back h i s  sword from 
blood,  " 

D r ,  Larsen began by saylng:  

It may seem s t range  $a open a f e s t iva l  wi th  a 
Bib le  t e x t  t h a t  begins  with t h e  word V'cursed, '" 
But it is no more s t r ange  than  t h a t  God a t  
Sinai began his speech  t o  I s r ae l  t h a t  H e  had 
j u s t  rescued from Egypt with s t r i c t  p roh lb i -  
t l o n s  and added th rea t s :  ""Thou. s h a l t  have no 
o the r  gads b e f o r e  Me; thou s h a l t  ~ o t  make 
u n t o  thee any graven image; f o r  I t h e  Lord 
thy  God a m  a j e a l o u s  Cod, v i s i t i n g  t h e  i n -  
i q u i t y  of t h e  f a t h e r s  upon t h e  c h i l d r e n  u n t o  
the  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  genera t ion  of them t h a t  
h a t e  M e ,  Thou s h a l t  no t  take t h e  name o f  
t h e  Lord t h y  God i n  vain,  f o r  t h e  Lord will 
n o t  ho ld  him g u i l t l e s s  t h a %  taketh H i s  name 
i n  vain." The case is this t h a t  every 
threat  has  i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  namely a p romise ,  
rglrether expressed o r  n o t .  The mercy i s  much 
greater t h a n  the punishment, f o r  it reaches 
ou t  t o  thousands of them t h a t  l ove  H i m  and 
keep H i s  commandments. The mercy never e n d s ,  
t h e  punish men^ is only cs t h e  t h i r d  and 
f o u r t h  gene ra t i on ,  

Apld SO i t  i s  with our  t e x t  today-, When i t  
says, "Cursed be h e  t h a t  doeth the work of 
t h e  Lord negl igent ly ,"  i t  thereby a l s o  s ays :  
Blessed be  he that d s e t h  t h e  ~ o r d ' s  work 
d i l i g e n t l y ,  with f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  w i t h  z e a l  



and e a r n e s t n e s s ,  And t h i s  b l e s s i n g  we want 
t o  have a  p a r t  i n .  

D r ,  Larsen proceeds:  

W e  have f o r  50 y e a r s  been doing a  work t h a t  
should be  God's work and has  claimed t o  be 
t h a t ,  W e  a sk :  Has i t  been a  work t h a t  God 
w i l l  r ecognize  a s  H i s  work? And have we 
done i t ,  no t  l a z i l y ,  bu t  w i th  d i l i g e n c e ?  
Was i t  been b l e s sed  of God? S h a l l  w e  con- 
t i n u e  as we have, o r  s h a l l  w e  do t h e  work 
d i f f e r e n t l y ?  These a r e  ques t i ons  t o  which 
w e  want an answer, 

The work t h e  Lord has  given us  t o  do i s  t o  
b u i l d  H i s  Church among our  f e l l ow  country 
men t h a t  have i m i g r a t e d  t o  c h i s  count ry ,  
Our work h a s  extended a l s o  t o  o t h e r s ,  b u t  
e s p e c i a l l y  t o  Norsemen, bo th  $0 such who 
immigrated and t o  such who we-re barn  he re ,  
Therefore  we organized a  synod, a union of 
congrega t ions ,  The Church c o n s i s t s  s f  
s o u l s ,  l i v i n g  stones, A l l  of us  a r e  such 
who o f fe red  resistance t o  t h e  Lord ,  bu t  He 
was t oo  s t r o n g  f o r  u s  and has overcome us ,  

How have we done H i s  workVMssne of -us would 
say that h e  has done the work p e r f e c t l y .  How 

great a. work i t  was!  How g l a d l y  we should go 
t o  i t  and no$ do i t  l a z i l y ,  We look  t a  God 
f o r  fo rg ivenes s ,  But we have t r i e d  t o  be f a i t h -  
ful. s tewards over  God's g i f t s ,  The pure  Word 
of God was e n t r u s t e d  t o  us .  W e  have n o t  l e t  
ou r se lves  be  foo led  by t h e  i d e a  t h a t  what 
counts  is  n o t  d o c t r i n e ,  b u t  l i f e .  W e  know 
t h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e  i s  t h e  very  foktfldation f o r  
t h e  l i f e .  

Has H e  b l e s sed  our  work? An ann ive r sa ry  book 
has  j u s t  been publ i shed ,  W e  w i l l  s t udy  it  and 

s e e  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  t h a t  have a t t ended  our  work. 

And how can we a s s u r e  ou r se lves  of H i s  b l e s s -  
i n g  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ?  By doing H i s  work no t  
l a z i l y ,  but  w i th  d i l i g e n c e .  There is  one 
work, however, t h a t  we have done l a z i l y :  
The i n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  young, We have had 
good examples from t h e  Germans, and even 
from t h e  Ca tho l i c s ,  But w e  have f ~ l l e n  s h o r t ,  

Another n e c e s s i t y  i n  o rde r  t h a t  E i s  b l e s s i n g  
m s j ~  be ou r s  is t h i s :  We must  riot d e p a r t  a  
ha i r -breadth  from H i s  Word, The tempta t ions  
are the re ,  It i s  a  u n i o n i s r i c  age. W e  tend 
t o  f g r g e t  t h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e  is n o t  o u r s ,  bu t  
God's. It i s  not  something t h a t  we have a  
r i g h t  t o  change and make i t  l i k e  what w e  
want i t  t o  be ,  No, we must accep t  i t  as God 
has  given i t  t o  u s ,  A little l eaven  leavene th  
t h e  whole lump, 

W e  know t h a t  d i v i s i a n s  i n  the  church are s a d ,  
But w e  must no t  t r y  t o  heal them by g iv ing  
i n ,  b u t  on ly  by g e t t i n g  t h e  e r r o r i s t s  t o  
come back ts the t r u t h ,  

And now t h e r e  is a work i n  our t e x t  t h a t  we 
have no t  y e t  spoken of :: "Crarsed be he that 
keepeth back h i s  sword Ercatm blood ,'' The 
reason  f o r  t h i s  admonition i n  our  text i s  
t h i s :  The c h a p t e r  i s  a  prophecy aboue Moab, 
t h a t  it s h a l l  be detroyed on acevunt  of its 
p r i d e ,  h d  t h e  one who i s  t o  be  t h e  des- 
t r o y e r  and c a r r y  ou t  t h e  punishment f o r  God 
is  t o l d  t o  do G o P s  work, n o t  w i th  l a z i n e s s ,  
and no t  keep back t h e  sword from blood. The 
work s h a l l  be c a r r i e d  ou t  wi thout  s p a r i n g  
a g a i n s t  t h e  one whom t h e  Lord would des t roy .  
F a l s e  d o c t r i n e  s h a l l  n o t  be  spa red ,  nor 
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have no t  y e t  spoken of :: "Crarsed be he that 
keepeth back h i s  sword Ercatm blood ,'' The 
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wrong l i f e .  We must not  t o l e r a t e  t h a t  which 
i s  wrong even when i t  occurs  under t h e  pre- 
t e x t  of c ry ing  ou t ,  "Lord, Lord." The sword 
we s h a l l  use i s  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  one, God's 
Word. But us ing  t h e  sword a r i g h t  r e q u i r e s  
prayer .  We need t o  pray f o r  H i s  Holy S p i r i t  
s o  we may be  f a i t h f u l  i n  t h e  work. Gad 
b l e s s  our f e s t i v a l  i n  J e s u s e  Name, Amen, 

DR, KBmN'S SYNODICAL ADDMSS 

D r ,  Koren was now 76 yea r s  of age,  He had been 
p res iden t  of t h e  Synod s i n c e  t h e  dea th  of Pas to r  
H.  A ,  Preus i n  1894, 

It is  not  only wi th  joy  and j u b i l a t i o n  i n  t h e  
h e a r t  t h a t  I speak t o  you today, There i s  
a l s o  t h a t  which causes me t o  pause i n  my re- 
jo ic ing .  What i s  i t ?  Not what o t h e r s  say 
of us ;  they a r e  n o t  our judges,  Not what we 
th ink  of ourse lves ;  t h a t  v a r i e s ,  But what 
God says  about u s  - t h a t  i s  what causes me 
t o  pause, 

God has t o l d  us what t h e  ind iv idua l  Chris- 
t i a n s  are t o  be l i k e ,  They a r e  t o  be H i s  
sons and daughters ,  2 Core &:I$; t h e  Holy 
Spirit's temples,  c leansed from a l l  t h e  
ev i l s  o f  the  f l e s h  and s p i r i t ,  2 Gor, 7 : l ;  
v e s s e l s  of honor, meet f s r  t h e  Master 's  use,  
2 T i m ,  % : 2 0 ;  f i l l e d  wi th  t h e  f r u i t s  of r i g h t -  
eousness,  P h i l ,  1, E l :  always happy, 1 Thess, 
5:16; always thanking God and t h e  Fa ther  f o r  
a l l  t h ings  i n  t h e  Name of t h e  Lord Je sus  
Chr i s t ,  Eph, 5 : 2 0 ,  We must humble ourse lves  
indeed. There i s  only one th ing  t h a t  can 
regenera te  us ,  and t h a t  is t h e  Gospel. 

During t h e  p a s t  half-hundred yea r s  God has  
kept  us  and strengthened us i n  t h e  convic t ion  

t h a t  t h e  Holy Sc r ip tu res  a r e  t h e  Word of God 
and t h e  only source and norm of d o c t r i n e ,  
And t h i s  is  one of t h e  t o p i c s  t h a t  i s  t o  be 
considered a t  t h i s  convention. 

The o ther  doc t r ine  t h a t  we s h a l l  consider  i s  
t h a t  of t h e  J u s t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  s inne r  by 
f a i t h  a lone ,  The Lord has upheld us  a l s o  i n  
t h i s  d o c t r i n e  during these  f i f t y  years, 

(A complete t r a n s l a t i o n  af D r .  KorenPs Synodical 
Address i s  found i n  "Truth Unchanged, Unchanging," 
pages 247-251. ) 
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I f  t h e r e  i s  any matter of importance f o r  u s ,  
a mat te r  which t h e  Synod now a t  t h e  beginning 
of a new e r a  should betake i t s e l f  t o  w i t h  
power and eagerness i t  is our C h r i s t i a n  Bay 
Schools,  The far ther  we ge t  away from the  
t r a d i t i o n s  of our f a the r l and ,  t h e  more 
important i s  t h i s  matter, P e r  a long %imc 
i t  was my comfort t h a t  e spec ia l ly  the  ~ ~ ~ t h e r s  
had a care to see t o  it tha t  their ch i ld ren  
learned t h e i r  Catechism, E u t  1 fear that th4s 
has more and more s tepped  into the background, 
Where it i s  present it is a pswerful famda-  
t i o n  f s r  the work of t h e  Chr is t ian  Day School,  
because the  mothers w i t h  this kind of s p i r i t  
are t h e  most a c t i v e  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  education 
of t h e i r  ch i ld ren  continued i n  t h e  Chr i s t i an  
Day School, 

D i s t r i c t  P res iden t  Halvorsen i n  t h e  F e s t s k r i f t  
t h a t  has  j u s t  come ou t  has  pointed out  t h a t  
t h e  Synod's g r e a t e s t  l ack  i s  t h e  neg lec t  of 
t h e  thorough and cons tant  i n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  
ch i ld ren  i n  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  
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EXCEWTS FROM DR., KOREEaS PWSIDENTIA% REPORT 
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The r e v i s i o n  of t h e  shortened Explanat ion has  
been undertaken. The book i s  ready and i t  i s  
l e f t  t o  t h e  congrega t ions  and p a s t o r s  t o  de- 
c i d e  i f  they  w i l l  use  i t .  

Subscr ibers  t o  "Kirketidende" a r e  9557; t o  
" ~ d r n e b l a d e t "  1938; t o  "Our Friend" 3425 and 
t o  "Teologisk ~ i d s s k r i f t "  397. 

P a s t o r s  of t h e  Chicago a r e a  and of s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  p l a c e s  have w r i t t e n  t o  me about t h e i r  
wish t o  have an Engl i sh  church paper  s i n c e  
most of t h e  young i n  t h e  c i t i e s  do n o t  read  
our  " ~ i r k e t i d e n d e  , " 

Rev. Vangsnes has  been elected t o  r e p r e s e n t  
t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of our  Synod i n  the  Synodical 
Conference's Negro Missions.  P ro f .  Fuerhr inger  
of S t .  Louis h a s  asked t h a t  t h e  Synod hea r  a 
r e p o r t  of t h i s  work from Rev. Vangsnes. Such 
a  r e p o r t  should be of keen i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  
Synod, because i t  is a g r e a t  work t h a t  i s  
be ing  accomplished through t h e  Negro Mission. 

THE BIBLE I S  GOD'S WOm 

Doc t r ina l  Paper by P r o f ,  W, C.  Stub 

P r o f .  H. G .  Stub was now 54 y e a r s  of age. H e  had 
s t u d i e d  under D r .  C. F. W. Walther i n  S t .  Louis ,  
g radua t ing  from t h e  seminary i n  1872. He had been 
p ro fe s so r  a t  the Synod seminary s i n c e  1878, except  
f o r  a  few yea r s  when h e  was p a s t o r  i n  Decorah. 

Why i s  t h i s  g r e a t  s u b j e c t  chosen t o  be  con- 
s ide red  as t h e  very f i r s t  m a t t e r  a t  our  
J u b i l e e  Synod? I can answer: Because no o t h e r  
s u b j e c t  is  of g r e a t e r  meaning, regarded the-  
o r e t i c a l l y  and p r a c t i c a l l y .  A t  such a  s t a t i o n  
as a 50 th  anniversary  f e s t i v a l  i n  a church 

body's h i s t o r y  and development i t  must be 
requi red  t o  look back and t o  look forward: 
To look back t o  a s s u r e  onese l f  of t h e  t r u t h s  
t h a t  bore  u s  a long i n  t h e  church ' s  work, 
b a t t l e s  and l i f e ;  and t o  look forward wi th  
t h e  ques t ions :  Should n o t  t h e  Norwegian 
Synod cont inue  t o  hold i m o v a b l y  f a s t  t o  t h a t  
which has been t h e  foundat ion i n  t he  50 y e a r s  
of i t s  ex i s t ence ,  o r  s h a l l  the foundat ion be 
shaken? 

D r ,  S tub presen ted  a most t h o r a ~ l g h  essay on t h i s  
viza% s u b j e c t ,  given here i n  c ~ l t l i n e  f o m .  

ESSAY: THE BIBLE I S  GOB'S WORD 

I. The T r u t h  of T h i s  

a, By t h e  S c r i p t u r e  passage on which t h i s  
essay  rests, 2 T i m .  3:14-1'7 

b ,  By r e l a t e d  S c r i p t u r e  passages 
c ,  By t h e  w i tne s s  of the  Old  Testament 
d ,  By t h e  w i t n e s s  of our  Savior  Bi~:se%f  
e ,  By the  w i t n e s s  ~f t h e  Nex Testament 

B, Is Confirmed 

a .  By t h e  fuPEil%ment s f  prophecies  
b ,  By miracles 
c ,  By i t s  e f f e c t s  

1, In t h e  Chr i s t i an  Church i t s e l f  
2 ,  I n  t h e  exper ience  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

C, Is supported by t h e  knowledge t h a t  d i f f i -  
c u l t i e s  a r e  removed, apparen t  cont rad ic -  
t i o n s  so lved ,  and by $he r e s u l t s  of un- 
p re jud i ced  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
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%I, The Scope of This  Tru th  

A ,  Everything t h a t  wants ts t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  
a longs ide  o r  above t h e  S c r i p t u r e  r e c e i v e s  
i t s  judgment, such a s  

a,  Human reason  
b ,  The i n n e r  l i g h t ,  o r  one's own convic- 

t i o n s  o r  conscience 
c ,  A l l  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  t h e  Roman 

Church has  smuggled i n  
1, The Apocryphal books of t h e  B ib l e  
2.  T r a d i t i o n  
3, The La t in  Vulgate  t r a n s l a t i o n  
4 .  The church i t s e l f  wi th  i t s  c l a im  

t h a t  i t  a lone  has  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
i n t e r p r e t  t h e  B ib l e  i n  an  i n f a l l i b l e  
manner. 

d .  Church councils  and m a j o r i t i e s  who wan t  
t o  d i c t a t e  what s h a l l  pass f o r  t r u t h  
i n  God's Church, 

B ,  The Bib le  alone a s  God's Word has t h e  
r i g h t  t o  the claim of be ing  t h e  h i g h e s t  
a u t h o r i t y  and judge ,  t h e  r u l e  and gu ide  
of f a i t h ,  d s c t r i n e ,  and life, 

a ,  Not only %heare%ii:al%y through a r i g h t  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the Scripeure p r i n c i p l e  

b,  But a lso c a r r i e d  ou t  p r a c t i c a l l y  
1. In t h e  l i f e  sf t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
2, In the  l i f e  of the congrega t ion  
3 ,  In the  l i f e  of t h e  church body, 

and t h a t  means a l s o  i n  our  SynodPs 
l i f e ,  

-- A. M. Harstad 

(TO be  cont inued i n  Vol. XX, No. 3 )  

BOOK REVIEW 

Finelon, P a t r i c k  C., ed. Sermon -___ Plan ______ Book. 
Elan Pub l i sh ing  Co. Meredith,  N e w  Hampshire. 

Here i s  a p r a c t i c a l  book f o r  p r e s ~ r v i n g  a 
preach ing  r eco rd .  This cou ld  especially be s o  
f o r  t hose  who may n u t  have developed a c o n s i s t e n t  
orgr:r?ized way  sf keeping t h i n g s  t o g e t h e r ,  

This bookle t  bas  a one 8% x l L  page r e co rd  f o r  
eliery Sundsy of t h e  year ,  w i t h  18 additional 
T 
1: 3 : 1 k  pagps at t h e  end ,  On t h i s  one page a re  
enr ry  blanks f o r  t h e  Sunday of t h e  Church Year, 
t h e  dare, and s u f f i c i e i ~ t  space f o r  an o u t l i n e  o f  
t he  sermon, 

I n  t h e  margin there i s  room f o r  no t ing  the  
theme s f  t h e  sermon, bhe hymns t o  be sung, 
the  S c r i p t u r e  readings,  prayers, and Sacraments 
administered, plus a few o t h p s  items. The Churcll 
Year d a t e s  f o r  the  next  f i ve  years (begLnning 
with Advent, 1.979) ass; l i s t e d  r i g h t  after the 
t i t l e  page, 

The booklek comes w i t h  a cover in black o r  
r e d  e~;ii$h t h e  t i t l e  p r i n t e d  i n  gald o r  white, 

-- M, H ,  O t t o  
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a r t i c l e s  were preserved  v i r t u a l l y  unchanged. " 

The In te rna t iona l  Standard Bible - --- (ISBE) 
Ful ly  Revised. Grand Rapids, Michigan. Eardmans 
publishing Co. Vol . I ,  A-d. 1006 pages, p lus  
26 maps. 1979. $29.95 

The ESBE of 1915, of which James O r r  w a s  t h e  
general e d i t o r ,  has  served t h e  church w e l l  f o r  a 
per iod  of over 60 yea r s .  Every B ib l e  s tuden t  who 
has  had occasion t o  work wi th  i t ,  has  found i t  t o  
be  a r e l i a b l e  and easy-to-use r e f e r ence  book, 
Most of t h e  a r t i c l e s  were b r i e f  and t h e  b i b l i c a l  
r e f e r ences  were c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d ,  The o r i g i n a l  
e d i t i a n  a l s o  l i s t e d  Melvin Grove Kyle as t h e  revi-  
s i o n  e d i t o r ,  It w a s  r ev i sed  i n  1929. 

A newly revised e d i t i o n  i s  appearing wi th  
Geoffrey W. Bromiley as the  general e d i t o r ,  and 
E v e r e t t  F. Harrison ( N . T . ) ,  Roland K. Harr ison (OT) 
and W i l l i a m  Sanford Easor (Arch*)  as associate e d i -  
tsrs, I n  a d d i t i o n  ts t h e  o r i g i n a l  98-some eont r ibu-  
t o r s ,  "whose work has been retained with some e d i -  
t o r i a l  changes," t h e  new e d i t i o n  l i s t s  about  150 
mare, b o n g  t h e  latter are men l i k e  G ,  Archer,  
F ,  F ,  Bruce, D ,  W, Burdick, G ,  E, Eadd, Leon 
Morris ,  B. Ramm, N, H e  Ridderbas,  M e  F e  Unger, 
J, @.  m i t c s m b ,  and F,  E m  Young, 

This  new e d i t i o n ,  which t a i l 1  appear  i n  fou r  
volumes, w a s  regarded a s  being i n  o rde r  because of 
a r cheo log ica l  d i s c o v e r i e s  and o t h e r  b i b l i c a l  mater- 
i a l s .  A f t e r  s t r u g g l i n g  wi th  t h e  scope of t h e  revi- 
s i o n ,  t h e  e d i t o r s  were forced  t o  acknowledge t h a t  
a thorough up-dating was necessary .  ". . .although 
some of t h e  most du rab l e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  material 
remains,  t h e  r e v i s i o n  h a s  become t o  a l l  i n t e n t s  
and purposes  a new, o r  a t  least a completely re- 
cons t ruc t ed ,  encyclopedia." Even then  "many 

To conserve space,  most of t h e  indexes have 
been omi t ted ,  The RSV i s  t h e  working B ib l e  t e x t .  
With i t  a l l ,  t h e  o l d  ISBE i s  s t i l l  q u i t e  recog- 
n i z a b l e  when one l e a f s  through t h e  pages of t h e  
r e v i s i o n ,  

I n  checking on t h e  a r t i c l e  on t h e  "Bible" 
t h i s  reviewer found i t  t o  be a remarkably c l o s e  
reproduct ion  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  a r t i c l e  b u t  about 
one page longe r ,  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  o r i g i -  
n a l  four-and-a-half gage a r t i c l e  on "AbrahamP>as 
been trimmed t o  a l e n g t h  of about  two pages.  

The ISBE i s  s t i l l  a s t anda rd  Bib le  encyclopedia  
which both o ld  and new s t u d e n t s  w i l l  f i n d  t o  be of 
tremendous ke lp  when s tudying  t h e  Book whose pages 
i t  seeks  t o  make more i n t e l l i g i b l e  and t h u s  more 
app rec i a t ed .  

-- M. N. Ot to  

I n  Coming I s s u e s :  

1999 Reformation Lec tures  - Narch, 1980 

Lu the r ' s  Catechisms and t h e  
Augsburg Confession - June, 1980 

Out of H e r  Pas t  (cont inued)  
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general e d i t o r ,  has  served t h e  church w e l l  f o r  a 
per iod  of over 60 yea r s .  Every B ib l e  s tuden t  who 
has  had occasion t o  work wi th  i t ,  has  found i t  t o  
be  a r e l i a b l e  and easy-to-use r e f e r ence  book, 
Most of t h e  a r t i c l e s  were b r i e f  and t h e  b i b l i c a l  
r e f e r ences  were c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d ,  The o r i g i n a l  
e d i t i a n  a l s o  l i s t e d  Melvin Grove Kyle as t h e  revi-  
s i o n  e d i t o r ,  It w a s  r ev i sed  i n  1929. 

A newly revised e d i t i o n  i s  appearing wi th  
Geoffrey W. Bromiley as the  general e d i t o r ,  and 
E v e r e t t  F. Harrison ( N . T . ) ,  Roland K. Harr ison (OT) 
and W i l l i a m  Sanford Easor (Arch*)  as associate e d i -  
tsrs, I n  a d d i t i o n  ts t h e  o r i g i n a l  98-some eont r ibu-  
t o r s ,  "whose work has been retained with some e d i -  
t o r i a l  changes," t h e  new e d i t i o n  l i s t s  about  150 
mare, b o n g  t h e  latter are men l i k e  G ,  Archer,  
F ,  F ,  Bruce, D ,  W, Burdick, G ,  E, Eadd, Leon 
Morris ,  B. Ramm, N, H e  Ridderbas,  M e  F e  Unger, 
J, @.  m i t c s m b ,  and F,  E m  Young, 

This  new e d i t i o n ,  which t a i l 1  appear  i n  fou r  
volumes, w a s  regarded a s  being i n  o rde r  because of 
a r cheo log ica l  d i s c o v e r i e s  and o t h e r  b i b l i c a l  mater- 
i a l s .  A f t e r  s t r u g g l i n g  wi th  t h e  scope of t h e  revi- 
s i o n ,  t h e  e d i t o r s  were forced  t o  acknowledge t h a t  
a thorough up-dating was necessary .  ". . .although 
some of t h e  most du rab l e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  material 
remains,  t h e  r e v i s i o n  h a s  become t o  a l l  i n t e n t s  
and purposes  a new, o r  a t  least a completely re- 
cons t ruc t ed ,  encyclopedia." Even then  "many 

To conserve space,  most of t h e  indexes have 
been omi t ted ,  The RSV i s  t h e  working B ib l e  t e x t .  
With i t  a l l ,  t h e  o l d  ISBE i s  s t i l l  q u i t e  recog- 
n i z a b l e  when one l e a f s  through t h e  pages of t h e  
r e v i s i o n ,  

I n  checking on t h e  a r t i c l e  on t h e  "Bible" 
t h i s  reviewer found i t  t o  be a remarkably c l o s e  
reproduct ion  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  a r t i c l e  b u t  about 
one page longe r ,  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  o r i g i -  
n a l  four-and-a-half gage a r t i c l e  on "AbrahamP>as 
been trimmed t o  a l e n g t h  of about  two pages.  

The ISBE i s  s t i l l  a s t anda rd  Bib le  encyclopedia  
which both o ld  and new s t u d e n t s  w i l l  f i n d  t o  be of 
tremendous ke lp  when s tudying  t h e  Book whose pages 
i t  seeks  t o  make more i n t e l l i g i b l e  and t h u s  more 
app rec i a t ed .  

-- M. N. Ot to  

I n  Coming I s s u e s :  

1999 Reformation Lec tures  - Narch, 1980 

Lu the r ' s  Catechisms and t h e  
Augsburg Confession - June, 1980 

Out of H e r  Pas t  (cont inued)  




